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“And Bnei Yisroel were in the wilderness, and they
found a man carrying (according to one interpretation in
Gemorah Shabbos 96b) wood on the day of Shabbos.”

Why does the Torah emphasize that the incident took
place when Bnei Yisroel were in the wilderness?

The Ohr Hachaim explains, that according to one
opinion in the Gemorah, the transgression of the
Mekosheish was that he carried four cubits in a public
domain. However, most Rishonim are of the opinion that
the desert is considered a public domain only when Klal
Yisroel dwell there; otherwise it is considered a Karmelis.
Therefore, the Torah emphasizes that this incident took
place when Bnei Yisroel were in the wilderness, which
made the sin of carrying there a capital offense.

According to the Rambam, though, a desert is
considered a public domain regardless of whether or not
Klal Yisroel dwell there. This being the case, why does the
Torah stress that this took place when Bnei Yisroel were in
the wilderness?

It is possible to answer that the Rambam would follow
the other opinions mentioned in Shabbos 96 concerning the
transgression of the Mekosheish _ that he uprooted a plant
on Shabbos, or gathered together cut plants [Me'ameir].
The question arises, however; how was it possible for
plants to grow in the desert, don't Chazal say that the sand
of the desert cannot grow plants (Chulin 88)? The answer
is that the incident took place during the time that Bnei
Yisroel dwelt in the wilderness, and the miraculous well of
Miryam traveled with them, and provided water for the
people and wet the ground, so that it was capable of
producing plants.

(0:7°) 733 TINR WRD 717 QY DR AN

“And if you Kill this nation like a single man ...”

This argument of Moshe is difficult to understand
since it implies that killing even a single person is a simple
matter in the eyes of G-d.

The Mishkenos Yaakov explains that Chazal tell us
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(Yoma 86; Rambam Hilchos Teshuva 3) that while
Hashem punishes an individual after committing a sin three
times, in regard to an entire congregation, He does not
exact punishment until the fourth time that they sin.

Rashi, in Parshas Korach (16:4) lists the sins which
Bnei Yisroel committed as a nation, and the sin of the
Meraglim was the third one. Therefore, Moshe argued that
if Hashem would destroy them at that point, He would be
treating them as an individual and not show them the
special compassion which they deserved as a nation.

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L’Ma’aseh)

According to the Teshuvos HaRadvaz (I11:1571) one
should hold all four Tzitziyos during Kri‘as Shema. His
source is a Midrash.

This practice is also found in many Seforim in the
name of the Arizal (see Sha'arei Teshuva 10:3; Shiyurei
Bracha, end of O.C. 24; Kaf Hachaim 24:8,20).

According to the Maharshal (Yam Shel Shlomo 1:3)
one should only hold the front Tzitziyos while reciting
Shema.

This is also found in the Ma'aseh Rav (39): He [the
Gra] would only hold the front two Tzitziyos during Krias
Shema, and would not kiss them at all.

The Tosafos Ma'aseh Rav (656, note 11) writes that
this was also the custom of Rav Chaim Volozhin, ZT'L".

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) What position did the Meraglim occupy before they
went on their ill-fated mission?

2) Which Yom Tov was established to commemorate
when the Dor Ha'midbar ceased dying?

3) Why is it permissible to wear a garment with Tzitzis in
a public domain at night on Shabbaos; since there is no
Mitzvoa of Tzitzis at that time, shouldn't this be
tantamount to carrying?

4) Which of the original Meraglim was sent as a spy two
more times? Who was his partner on both of those
missions?
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5) Did Yehoshua have any children?

6) If a Jew makes a dough which is to be made into dog
biscuits, must he remove Challa from it?

7) Canone cuta large Tallis in half and add two Tzitziyos
to each half?

8) Did Yehoshua and Kaleiv carry back the fruits of Eretz
Yisroel with the other Meraglim?

9) Who did the Meraglim lie about having seen?

10) What quote from Doson and Aviram is found in this
week’s Parsha?

11) How many men died each year as a result of the sin of
the Meraglim?

12) What was the date of the sin of the Mekosheish?

13) When may one wear one's own Tallis that does not
have Kosher Tzitziyos?

ANSWERS

1) According to the Ba'al Haturim (Bamidbar 13:3), the
Meraglim were the Sarei Chamishim.

2) The 15th of Av was established as a Yom Tov when
the Dor Hamidbar ceased dying (Rashbam, Baba
Basra 121a).

3) If a garment has Kosher Tzitziyos, it is permissible to
wear it even on Friday night [when there is no Mitzva
of Tzitzis] and to walk in the Rishus Horabim, since
the Tzitziyos are considered a Noi - a decoration - for
the garment (see Orach Chaim 13:2; Mishna Berura 4).

4) Kaleiv was sent on two more spying missions after he
returned with the Meraglim. On both occasions his
partner was Pinchas (Targum Yonoson, Bamidbar
21:32; Bamidbar Rabba 16:1).

5) Yehoshua had daughters but no sons (Megilla 14b).

6) No (Yoreh Deah 330:8).

7) Yes (Orach Chaim 15:3).

8) According to the Midrash Hagadol (13:4), they did

not. However, the Midrash Tanchuma (Shelach 8)
states that Yehoshua and Kaleiv forced the other
Meraglim to bring back the fruits of Eretz Yisroel.

9) Since the other Meraglim did not go to Chevron where
the Bnei Ha’anak lived, they lied about having seen
them (Midrash Hagadol 13:4).

10) “Let us appoint a leader and return to Mitzrayim”
(Bemidbar 14:4; Tanchuma, Shemos 10).

11) Either a little more than 15,000 (Pesicha to Eicha
Rabba 33:6), or a little more than 21,000 (Rashbam,
Baba Basra 121a).

12) Either on the 21% of lyar (Sifri Zuta Beha'aloscha) or
on the 22" of lyar (Sifra Zuta Pinchas).

13) On Shabbos, if one is embarrassed to go out without a
Tallis (Rema, Orach Chaim 13:3, citing the
Mordechai).

NOW AVAILABLE

The sefer 177°nnmM 91 is available for purchase:

e in seforim stores

e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com

e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.

Please be in touch via email.

The sefer 270 X¥» on MNnWw and the set of Torah
Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is
only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send
his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
from previous years
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