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“So shall you bless Bnei Yisroel - say to them: ‘May
Hashem bless you ...””

If Hashem commands the Kohanim to bless the people
(>1an 119), why do they shirk their responsibility by
saying: “May Hashem bless you? Isn’t this a round-about
way of giving a Bracha?

The Ksav Sofer explains that the loftiest Bracha which
a mortal can bestow upon his friend is to wish him that
Hashem should bless him, since only Hashem knows what
is best for each person. What a human being may perceive
as being a blessing for his friend may in reality be to his
detriment.

In a similar vein, the Chofetz Chaim, Z'T’L’, explained
the posuk in Tehillim (23): 7> > 95 *131979> T0M1 2V TR
- “May only good and kindness pursue me all the days of
my life.”

The Meforshim ask: The term 7223979 [“pursue me”]
implies that the person will be running away from it. Why
would someone flee from goodness and kindness?

The Chofetz Chaim answered: Very often people do
not realize what is truly best for them, and they may go to
great lengths to avoid those things which are really
beneficial to them.

Therefore, Dovid Hamelech implored Hashem: Even
if, in my near-sightedness, | attempt to run away from
goodness and mercy, please be certain that the Jomy 210
pursue me and overtake me.

(39:7) 7HRIW" 712 DX 15720 713 39K Y 112 PRI IR 12 YR 9377

“Speak unto Aharon and his sons, saying: So shall you
bless Bnei Yisroel.”

Why is the Mitzva of Birkas Kohanim juxtaposed to
the laws of Nozir?

The Parpera’os La'Torah explains that the Halacha
(Orach Chaim 128:38) prohibits a Kohein who has drunk a
Revi’is of wine from going to the Duchan and reciting
Birkas Kohanim [since Birkas Kohanim is similar to the
Avoda in the Beis Hamikdash and a Kohein who has drunk
wine may not perform the Avoda]. This concept is alluded
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to by the juxtaposition of the laws of the Nozir - who is
prohibited to drink wine - to those of the Kohanim who
bless the people. And this is what the words, Ko Sevarchu
- “so shall you bless” - teach us - just as a Nozir was
forbidden to consume wine, so too, must the Kohanim
bless the people - without having drunk wine beforehand.
[Ed. Note: This entire concept is found in Ta’anis 26b].

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS

(not to be relied upon for Halacha L.’Ma’aseh)

There is a dispute among the Rishonim concerning
whether, if only one Kohein Duchans, he is fulfilling a
Torah or Rabbinic Mitzva.

According to Tosafos (Menachos 44a, D.H. Kol
Kohein), Rebbeinu Tam held that one Kohein is obligated
to Duchan at least Mi'de'rabbonon.

Others held that even a single Kohein fulfills a Torah
Mitzva when he Duchans (see Me'iri Sota, 38a; Maharlach,
Taz, Orach Chaim 128:3, Mishna Berura 39, Sha'ar
Hatziyun).

According to the second view, two Kohanim who are
not called up to Duchan ("Kohanim") have not violated a
Mitzvas Asei if they do not go up, while a single Kohein
even if he is not called up to Duchan, if he does not go up,
he has violated an Asei (see Machatzis Hashekel 128:16,
Pri Megadim M.Z. 128:3).

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) Inwhich situations can one receive Ma ’kos for pulling
out one hair?

2) When Yom Tov falls on Shabbos, do Kohanim
Ashkenazim in Chutz La’aretz recite Birkas
Kohanim?

3) Which woman in Tanach threatened to become a
Sotah?

4) Which type of Nozir is permitted to defile himself to a
corpse?

5) Which two Mitzvos in Parshas Naso are related to
something that Avrohom said or heard?

6) Is the same Kohein permitted to Duchan at many
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Minyonim on the same day?

7) Can a Kohein go to Duchan if he is in the middle of
his Shmona Esrei?

8) Can adeaf and dumb or blind woman become a Sota?

9) Can a pregnant or nursing woman become a Sota?

10) If the hushand of a woman about to drink the Mei Sota
dies, does she drink it?

11) If a Nozir smears a depilatory on his head to remove
his hair, does he receive Malkos?

12) If there are eleven Kohanim in a Shul and no one else,
how many Kohanim go to Duchan?

13) Can the wife of a blind man become a Sota?

14) Which incident in this week's Sidra was a reward for
conduct mentioned in Parshas Mikeitz?

15) If Kohanim Duchaned during Chazaras Hashatz and
afterwards they realized that the Shli'ach Tzibbur had
made a mistake and must repeat Chazaras Hashatz, is
it necessary to have the Kohanim Duchan again?

ANSWERS

1) One can receive Malkos for pulling out one hair if he
is a Nozir (Nozir 40) or if a man has a white hair which
he removes from black hairs (Yoreh Deah 182).

2) When Yom Tov falls on Shabbos, Kohanim
Ashkenazim in Chutz La’aretz recite Birkas Kohanim
(Mishna Berura 128:165).

3) Chana threatened to become a Sotah (see Brachos
31b).

4) A Nozir Shimshon is permitted to defile himself to a
corpse (Rambam, Hilchos Nezirus 3:13).

5) The sand used for the Mayim Hame "aririm of the Sota

was a reward for Avrohom saying, “I am sand and
ashes” (Bereishis 18; cited in Chullin 68b). Bnei
Yisroel merited Birkas Kohanim (1392n 115) because
Hashem told Avrohom ~qy91 »i1> 797 (Bereishis 15:5,
cited in Bereishis Rabba 43:8).

6) Yes (Orach Chaim 128:27).

7) He must do so if there are no other Kohanim in Shul
(see Mishna Berura 128:106).

8) No (Rambam, Hilchos Sota 2:2).

9) Yes (ibid. 2:7).

10) No (ibid.)

11) No. However he was Mevateil a positive Mitzva
(Rambam, Hilchos Nezirus 5:12).

12) One (Orach Chaim 128:25).

13) No (Rambam, Hilchos Sota 2:3).

14) The Midrash (Bemidbar Rabba 14:2) states because
Yoseif observed Shabbos in Mitzrayim and told his
servants to prepare for Shabbos (7157 maw mawy”), he
was rewarded that the Korbon Yochid of his
descendant - the Nossi of Efraim - was brought on
Shabbos when the Mishkan was dedicated.

15) No (Ketzos Hashulchan 23:46; Teshuvos Har Tzvi
I:61, cited in Piskei Teshuvos 128:11).

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is
only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send
his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
[from previous years

* 5 % 379N RW1 ‘9 - NYTY 1IN



	T NASO86
	E NASO86



