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“Tell the Kohanim, the sons of Aharon: Let no Kohein
defile himself by contact with the dead among his people.”

Why wasn’t Aharon given this Mitzva directly?

The Ha derash Ve ha’iyun explains that Chazal tell us
that when Bnei Yisroel received the Torah they were
elevated to the state where the Malach Ha’maves was
unable to kill them. However, once they committed the sin
of the Eigel, they became mortal again and resumed dying.
Therefore, since Aharon was indirectly responsible for
death among Bnei Yisroel because of his involvement with
the Eigel, when Hashem gave the Mitzva prohibiting
Kohanim from defiling themselves to the dead, He did not
command it directly to Aharon so as not to cause him
additional anguish.

WP OW DX 19900 KDY 131 oMIR anwyl CNIXn anInwy”
(2%-X%:23) 79RW °12 1N NWTPN

“And you shall observe My Mitzvos and perform them
... And you shall not desecrate My Holy Name, and | shall
be sanctified in the midst of Bnei Yisroel ...”

What is the connection between the two verses?

On the first verse, Rashi explains that U’shmartem
refers to learning, and Va asisem alludes to observance.

Chazal also tell us (Tanchuma, Eikev 6) that one who
studies Torah but does not observe it would be better off
not having been born, [since he causes a Chilul Hashem
through his actions].

According to this, the juxtaposition of the Pesukim is
readily understood: “You shall observe My Mitzvos [by
studying them] and perform them”. In this way - “You shall
not desecrate my Holy Name”. To the contrary - one who
studies Torah and observes it meticulously causes a
Kiddush Hashem.

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L.’Ma’aseh)
The Gemorah (Chullin 69a) explains that if one
slaughtered a pregnant animal, the baby may be eaten
without a separate Shechita.
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Some Rishonim ask: Since the offspring becomes
permissible through the Shechita of the mother, isn't there
a prohibition of Oso V'es Bno that should apply when
slaughtering a pregnant animal?

The Sefer Ha'eshkol (Abak, p. 182a) and Sefer Ha'itur
(Hilchos Shechita p. 56) explain that the offspring is not
considered a "Ben" ("Bno") until it comes out into the
world.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) May a Kohein marry a woman whose mother is Jewish
but whose father is not?

2) s it permissible to treat insects with chemicals which
prevent them from reproducing?

3) May a Kohein defile himself to a limb amputated from
a living person?

4) Who lit the Menorah and brought the Ketores every
day while Bnei Yisroel were in the Midbar?

5) May a Kohein who is more than four Amos away from
a body indirectly move it without touching it [e.g. may
he go on a small boat on which there is a Meis if by
moving around he will move the Meis]?

6) How is it possible to receive four sets of Malkos for
one forbidden union?

7) Is it permissible to use a Kohein Am Ha’aretz to
perform menial tasks?

8) Are there Mumim that can disqualify a bird from being
brought on the Mizbei ach?

9) Is a Kohein permitted to stay under the same roof as a
metal vessel that came into contact with a corpse?

10) What is the status of a Mamzeir whose father is a
Kohein?

11) Has one violated the prohibition of Oso V'es Bno if he
slaughters a goat and then pushes its offspring off the
cliff as a Se'ir La'azazel, or if he slaughters a cow and
then performs Arifa on its calf?

ANSWERS
1) Lechatchila it is forbidden for a Kohein to marry a
woman whose mother is Jewish but whose father is not
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2)

3)

4)

5)
6)

7)

8)

9)

(see Even Ho’ezer 7:17).

The prohibition of Sirus does not apply to Mazikin.
Therefore, it is permissible to treat insects with
chemicals to prevent them from reproducing (Aruch
Hashulchan, Even Ho’ezer 5:22).

A Kohein may not defile himself to a limb amputated
from a living person (see Yoreh Deah 369).
According to the Sefornu (24:3), every day in the
Midbar was considered like Yom Kippur in future
generations, and therefore only Aharon the Kohein
Gadol was qualified to do it. Others disagree with the
Chiddush of the Sefornu (see Ba’al Haturim).

No. (Yoreh Deah 37:6).

If a Kohein Godol marries an Almona who was also a
Grusha and became a Chalala and a Zona, he receives
four sets of Malkos (Rambam, Hilchos Isurei Bi’ah
17:9-10).

According to the Rivash (Teshuvos 94) it is
permissible (also see Chinuch 269, and Minchas
Chinuch 269:3).

Yes (see Rambam Hilchos Isurei Mizbei’ach 3:3;
Minchas Chinuch 296:2).

According to Rabbeinu Tam (cited in Tosafos in Nozir
54b) - no. According to Rabbeinu Chaim Hakohein
(ibid.) - yes.

10) It appears that the Shulchan Aruch (Even Ho'ezer

7:14) maintains that he is still considered a Kohein.
However, the Drisha, Bach and others disagree.

11) Yes (Minchas Chinuch 294:2).

NOW AVAILABLE
The sefer 177°nnmM 71 is available for purchase:
e in seforim stores
e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com
e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.
Please be in touch via email.
The sefer 290 Xxm on PINMW and the set of Torah

Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is

only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send
his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
[from previous years
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