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“And if a soul will sin ... by violating one of the
commandments of Hashem which should not be performed

Some Meforshim explain homiletically, that one can
be guilty of performing Mitzvos - if he performs them with
the wrong intentions, or goes about doing them in an
incorrect manner. [For instance, if he gives charity to a
poor person, but humiliates him in the process.] This is
what is meant by the words: wx /i3 nIx»» DNR TNWY”
7arwyn X7 - When he performs one of the Mitzvos of
Hashem in a manner in which they should not be
performed.

A story is told about two people who were discussing
their spiritual status. One said to the other, “What will we
do with all of our Aveiros?”

His friend replied, “I'm not so perturbed about our
Aveiros - Teshuva was made to rectify them. What
concerns me is our Mitzvohs - how can we come before the
Heavenly Court with such tarnished and impure Mitzvos

’

(2:X) 7’712 129p 0N 27MP° °3 QIR”

“When a man among you brings a sacrifice to Hashem

Chazal (Chullin 5a) tell us that the word Mikem comes
to exclude a Mumar. We may not accept the Korbon of a
Jew who has rejected certain key aspects of the Torah.

Why is it that we reject the offering of a Mumar but
accept the Korbon of an Akum (idolator)?

The Ralbag expalins that there is a fundamental
difference between the two cases. An Akum was never
close to Hashem and never had any connection to true
spirituality. Therefore, if he breaks from his past and shows
a desire to elevate himself by offering a sacrifice to
Hashem, we must accept it.

On the other hand, a Jew who had been close to Torah
and divorces himself from its teachings and precepts
demonstrates that he is headed in the wrong direction. It is
for this reason that we refuse his offering until he repents

TORAL
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and proves through his actions that he is on the path of
spiritual elevation.

(3:X) 71127p 72 OR”

“If his sacrifice is an Olah...”

Why does the Torah describe the Olah as the first of
the sacrifices?

Rabbeinu Bachya explains that Chazal tell us that the
Olah comes to atone for improper thoughts, while other
Korbonos atone for sinful deeds. Therefore, since improper
thoughts always preceed improper actions it is only
appropriate that the Korbon Olah be mentioned before the
other sacrifices.

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L.’Ma’aseh)

The Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 180:5) writes that it is
customary to cover the knives during Birkas Hamazone.

One of the reasons, cited by the Mishna Berura in the
name of the Beis Yosef, is that since the table is like the
Mizbei'ach, and just as metal which is used to shorten the
lifespan of people has no place on the Mizbei'ach, which is
made to lengthen them, so too, metal knives should not be
on the table while we are praising Hashem at the table.

The other reason is because it once happened that
when a person recited 7o°>w17 713217, he was so distraught
by the fact that Yerushalayim had been destroyed that he
killed himself with a knife that was on the table.

Is it necessary to remove [or cover] the knives when
reciting "Al Hamichya" which also mentions
Yerushalayim?

The Eishel Avrohom (180) says that it is not necessary,
because only Birkas Hamazone emphasizes "on this table
that we ate upon".

The Salmas Chaim (187) agrees that it is not necessary
since the unfortunate incident took place while the person
was reciting Birkas Hamazone.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK
1) Where a female animal may be brought as a sacrifice,
is it permissible to bring a pregnant animal?
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2) s it permissible to accept Korbonos from gentile
idolators?

3) s it permissible to accept sacrifices from a Jew who
worships idols?

4) If one appoints an agent to bring a sacrifice, does the
agent perform Semicha?

5) Which Bracha - other than those in Tefilla - do we
recite in place of a sacrifice brought in the Beis
Hamikdash?

6) Which Korbonos Yochid do not require Semicha?

7)  Which Korbonos Tzibbur do require Semicha?

8) How did Moshe know that he should wait until being
called by Hashem before entering the Mishkan?

9) When did the event described in the first Posuk in
Vayikra occur?

10) How does Parshas Vayikra conclude with an
unpleasant phrase “L’ashma Ba” - “to be guilty”?
[The Rema (Orach Chaim 138) writes that one should
begin and conclude each Aliya with a Davar Tov]?

11) Which types of trees were used for the wood of the
Mizbei'ach?

12) Since one's table is compared to the Mizbei‘ach, what
should not be done on one's table?

13) From which letter in this week's Sidra did Moshe merit
the Karnei Ohr that radiated from his face?

ANSWERS

1) A pregnant animal may be sacrificed (Rambam, Hil.
Ma'asei Hakorbonos 1:19).

2) Itis permissible to accept Korbonos from non-Jewish
idolators (ibid. 3:2).

3) It is forbidden to accept Korbonos from Jewish
idolators (ibid. 3:4).

4) A Shl'iach does not perform Smicha (ibid. 3:8).

5) Birkas Hagomel is recited in place of the Korbon Toda
(Rosh, Brachos 9:3).

6) Bechor, Ma'aseir and Pesach (Mishna, Menachos
92a).

7) Par He'lam, and Se'ir Hamishtalei'ach (ibid).

8) From the fact that he was not allowed to ascend Har
Sinai until Hashem called him (Targum Yonoson,
Vayikra 1:1).

9) On the day that Moshe erected the Mishkan - Rosh
Chodesh Nissan (see Sifri Zuta, Naso 7:11; Ramban,
Vayikra 8:2, and Seforno 1:1).

10) Many explanations are given. The Teshuvos Rav
Pe’alim (1V:42) writes that in our times in which each
person called to the Torah recites a Bracha before and
after his Aliyah, the concluding Bracha is considered
a Davar Tov (also see Pardeis Yoseif Vayikra 5:41).

11) Fig, Egoz (a nut tree) and olive (see Tomid 2:3).

12) One may not kill a Kina (louse) on it (Sha‘ar
Hatziyunim 167:26), do anything Ma'us (disgusting)
on it (Aruch Hashulchan O.C. 167:12), place anything
Ma'us on it (Siddur Horav, beginning of Hilchos
Birkas Hamazone), or allow children to step on it
(Sefer Chassidim 920). See Piskei Teshuva 167:6).

13) According to the Midrash (Shmos Rabba 47:6;
Tanchuma, Ki Sisa 37), Moshe had a little ink left over
after he wrote the Torah, and he touched his head with
it. The Rama Mi'Pano (Ma'amar Aim Kol Chai 11:36)
writes that the extra ink was from the Alef of the word
"Vayikra" that Moshe wrote small (because of his
humility) and that ink that touched his head caused it
to radiate.

NOW AVAILABLE

The sefer 177°nnmM 91 is available for purchase:

e in seforim stores

e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com

e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.

Please be in touch via email.

The sefer 270 X¥» on MNnWw and the set of Torah
Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is
only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send
his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
from previous years
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