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,AN2 N2 371% PIRW 72°0 93 :7WwD (7:29) 7YY %R
719302 R”71 210577 7Y Y07

“To the land of Sei'ir”. Rashi explains that instead of
writing “to the land” as yIRY [with a 371% in front], the
Posuk instead wrote %X with a X777 at the end].

What did the Torah accomplish by writing the word
with a X771 at the end instead of with a 37»% in the
beginning; in either case the word contains four letters?

The Kotzker Rebbi, Z'T'L’, said that we can deduce
from here how careful one must be in not talking super-
fluously. If it is possible to refrain, even momentarily from
using an extra letter [by using that extra letter at the end of
a word instead of at the beginning] it is also a worthwhile
accomplishment.

(M:29) 719 981 TRM 2pY° RV

“And Yaakov was very fearful and it pained him ...”

Rashi explains: “And Yaakov was fearful” - that he
might be killed. “And he was pained” - lest he kill 2”Inx
[others].

Why was Yaakov pained at the thought of killing
Eisov who was out to kill him?

Some explain that Chazal tell us (Gittin 56a) that
Niron Kaiser, who was a Roman [and descended from
Edom] converted and the great Tanna, Rebbi Meir came
from him. We also find that Rebbi Meir was called 01X
(Horayos 13b).

According to this we can understand that Yaakov was
pained at the thought of having to kill Eisov, for by doing
so he would be preventing the existence of Rebbi Meir.
This is alluded to in the words “lest he kill Acheirim”.

(712:29) 7MY WOR paAR*Y”

“And a man wrestled with him ...”

Rashi offers two explanations for the word p2R™ -a) a
term which refers to dust which was kicked up by two
people who were fighting; b) an Aramaic term for a knot -
the two men's arms became intertwined as they grasped and
hugged each other.

The Ksav Sofer noted that the first explanation is
understandable - when two enemies fight, they raise dust
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as each one attempts to defeat his opponent. However, the
second explanation - that pax" refers to hugging - seems
more appropriate for friends, than for two people locked in
a life-and-death struggle.

The answer, said the Ksav Sofer, is that throughout the
generations, the battle between Bnei Yisroel and her
enemies, as symbolized by the struggle between Yaakov
and the angel of Eisov, takes two forms. When they can,
the enemies of Klal Yisroel attempt to physically annihilate
us through terrible decrees and oppressions. Other times
though, they present a friendly countenance, and attempt to
destroy us by hugging us and drawing us into their midst,
so that we will assimilate with them and lose our identity
as the Chosen People.

(19:29) 7AW 1YY 2 "AnPW MR

“And he said, ‘Send me away, because the morning
has come ...””

Chazal explain (Chulin 91b): He said, ‘I am an angel,
and from the day that I was created until now the time did
not come for me to recite Shira [the song of Mal'achim]’.”

Hagaon Rav Chaim Soloveitchik, Z'T'L’, observed that
it was not as though coincidentally the Malach's turn to
recite Shira was just at that time. Rather, a Malach recites
Shira when he completes his mission in this world. The
angel who attacked Yaakov was the Sar of Eisov who is
the Sofon and the Yeitzer Horo - the evil inclination. The
ultimate purpose of the Yeitzer Horo is not to cause the
person to sin, but rather, to have the person overcome his
evil inclination.

This, then, is what the angel told Yaakov: From the
time [ was created until now no one was able to completely
vanquish me. Now that you have done so, my mission is
completed, and it is time for me to recite Shira.

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L’Ma’aseh)
Is there any practical aspect to the concept mentioned
in Rashi (33:4) whose source in the Sifri (Bamidbar 9:10)
that states that it is a known Halacha that Eisov hates
Yaakov.
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The Ma'adanei Asher (IV, Parshas Vayishlach)
suggests that in regard to certain situations in which it is
permitted to benefit from Melacha that a Nochri does for
himself on Shabbos, we do not suspect that he had
intentions for the Jew's benefit (see Orach Chaim 244:1) or
instances in which the intentions of a Nochri are
insufficient (see Yoreh De'ah 2:1) even if a Yisroel is
standing over him because 7°2y w517 XNYIX 0710¥. The
reason for this is because 2py*? RIW WY.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) By what other name is Ma'avar Yabok known?

2) What does the prohibition of Gid Hanasheh have to do
with the Mitzva of Levaya [accompanying a guest who
leaves one's house]?

3) Which person, mentioned in this week's Sidra, was
named for his mother?

4) For whom was Tomer Devorah - the date tree that the
prophetess Devorah sat under - named?

5) Normally, the angels sing Shira in the heavens while
Bnei Yisroel sing it on earth. When did an angel sing
Shira on earth?

6) Which one of the Shevatim very likely never ate on his
birthday?

7) What did Lovon find in Rochel's tent?

8) When Yaakov returned to Yitzchok after twenty-two
years, whom did he find in the tent of Yitzchok?

9) What feat of strength did Yaakov exhibit which
inspired fear in the inhabitants of the surrounding
cities?

10) Who married Dina after she was rescued from the
house of Shechem?

11) Who was the first to develop a mule?

12) Where is Bilam mentioned in this week's Parsha?

13) Why did Yitzchok live for 180 years?

14) How many people are mentioned in the Posuk *397¥73”
7MWY TR MR T K17

ANSWERS

1) Ma'avar Yabok was the Yardein River (Chizkuni
32:23).

2) The prohibition of Gid Hanasheh came about because
Yaakov's sons did not accompany him and he was
subsequently injured by the Mal'ach. Thus, the Mitzva
of Gid Hanasheh serves as a constant reminder of the
importance of the Mitzva of Levaya (ibid. 32:33).

3) Elifaz's concubine, Timna, died after childbirth, and
she named the son she gave birth to Timna. However,
Elifaz called him Korach (Ramban 36:12; Rabbeinu
Bachya).

4) The Tomer Devorah under which the prophetess,

Devorah sat was named for Devorah, Rivka's
nursemaid (see Da'as Zekeinim 35:8).

5) When Yaakov did not release the angel, he recited
Shira on earth instead of in the heavens (Pirkei
D'Rebbi Eliezer 37).

6) Binyomin - since Rochel died on the day he was born
(the eleventh of Marcheshvan - see Yalkut Shimoni,
Shmos 162), he likely fasted on his birthday since it
was his mother's Yahrzeit.

7) The Midrash (Bereishis Rabba 74:9) says that Lovon
found Kisoniyos [a certain type of clothing, or a pitcher
and cups] instead of his Terafim.

8) Eisov and his wives (Pirkei D’Rebbi Eliezer 38).

9) He uprooted the Ala tree with his hand, buried the
Avoda Zoros under it and then replanted the tree over
them (Midrash Hagadol 15b).

10) Either Shimon (Bereishis Rabba 80:11), or Iyov (Baba
Basra 15b).

11) According to various opinions in the Gemora
(Pesachim 54a), either Adam, on Motza'ei Shabbos,
Ana, or it was created during Bein Hashemashos on
Erev Shabbos.

12) According to the Targum Yonoson (36:32) and
Midrash Sechel Tov, the first king of Edom, Belah ben
Be'or, was Bilam.

13) Since Yitzchok was the first to be circumcised on the
eighth day, which is the morning of the eighth day
after seven full days and half a day which is 180 hours
[(7 x 24) + 12 = 180], he merited living 180 years
(Tosafos Hashaleim 35:27).

14) Two - Eisov and Achi who was sent by Eisov to kill
Yaakov in Padan Aram (Midrash Agada cited in Torah
Sheleima).

NOW AVAILABLE

The sefer 177°nnmM 71 is available for purchase:

e in seforim stores

e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com

e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.

Please be in touch via email.

The sefer 230 X¥» on MNnWw and the set of Torah
Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is
only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send
his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
from previous years
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