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“And Paroh asked Yaakov, ‘How old are you?’ And
Yaakov replied to Paroh, ‘... few and bad have the days of
the years of my life been ...””

The Novi says: (02:3 79°X) 7>1 QIR 13980 727 - “What
can a living man complain about?” Rashi (in Kiddushin
80b) explains: How can a person complain about anything
that befalls him, after the tremendous Chesed that Hashem
does for him in giving him life.

Hagaon Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz, Z'T'L', the Mirrer
Rosh Yeshiva, eclaborated on the importance of
appreciating the most precious gift which Hashem has
bestowed upon us - the gift of life. When we look at how
graciously Hashem has dealt with us, how can we have the
audacity to complain about our minor problems and
inconveniences?

Reb Chaim cited a Da'as Zekeinim at the end of
Parshas Vayigash (47:9) which says: At the time that
Yaakov said to Paroh, “... few and bad were the days of my
life ...”, Hashem said: “I saved you from Eisov and from
Lovon, and I returned Dinah and Yosef to you - and you
are complaining about your life that it is short and bad?! I
swear that you shall lose one year of life for each word
from 7970 >1w >»> A3 2P’ YR AVID MWRN” until n0”
7ai"an - and you will not live as long as your father,
Yitzchok (180 years).” Since there are 33 words in these
two Pesukim, Yaakov lost 33 years of life (from the 180 he
was destined to live).

An ordinary person would not have been faulted for
saying what Yaakov did, but because of his great spiritual
stature, Yaakov was punished for this minor breach of
gratitude to Hashem.

Reb Chaim asked: Why was Yaakov punished
according to the number of words starting with the Posuk
in which Paroh asked him his age; what fault of Yaakov's
was this? Why wasn't he just punished according to the
number of words in his complaint which began with vyn”
7131 0°yN?

The answer is: The fact that Yaakov permitted his
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Tzoros to be discernable on his face, which prompted Paroh
to inquire about his age, was also considered unfitting for
a Tzaddik of Yaakov's magnitude. A person's unhappy
countenance often speaks louder than actually vocalizing
his problems.

77331 INIR NP2 MR 1297 RDI 710 7O 23X PAX DR 7O 1KY
(3: 1)

“And Yoseif said to his brothers, 'T am Yoseif ..." and
his brothers could not answer him ...”

The Midrash quotes Abba Kohein Bardela who said:
Woe unto us from the Day of Judgment; woe unto us from
the day of reckoning! If, when Yoseif - the youngest of the
tribes [other than Binyomin] - rebuked his brothers they
could not answer him because they were so overwhelmed,
when Hashem will come and rebuke everyone according to
what he is, certainly [he will be unable to defend himself]

The Brisker Rov, Z'T'L', quoted his uncle, Rav
Avrohom Boruch, Z'T'L' (brother of Rav Chaim Z'T'L")
who explained that when Yoseif said, “I am Yoseif”, his
brothers realized that they had been making a mistake all
the time that they thought that they were dealing with an
Egyptian viceroy, and on the basis of this misconception
they had devised all their plans and strategies. Upon
hearing the words, “Ani Yoseif’, they saw clearly that
everything that they had done had been in error.

Similarly, when Hashem will rebuke each person on
his day of reckoning, he will see clearly that much of his
life and the manner in which he conducted himself was
based on errors and misconceptions.

5y 91971 PHR XT3 W3 AR NXIPY P¥*1 1025797 5D 10K
(©2:7) 7733 1PIRIX
“And Yoseif hitched his coach and went up to greet his
father in Goshen, and he appeared to him and fell on his
neck ...”
Rashi, quoting Chazal notes that Yaakov did not fall
on Yoseif's neck or kiss him because he was reciting Kri'as
Shema at the time.
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Many Meforshim ask: If the time had arrived to recite
Shema, why didn't Yoseif recite it?

The Sifsei Chachomim answers that Yoseif was
exempt from reciting Shema at that time since he was
involved with the Mitzva of Kibbud Av.

Others explain that Yaakov specifically recited Shema
at that time to show that his love for Hashem was greater -
even at that moment - than his love for his beloved son.

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L.’Ma’aseh)

The Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh Deah 240:24) rules that
one is obligated to honor his father-in-law. The Rama
(ibid.) rules that one must honor his grandfather.

Whom must one honor more - his father-in-law or his
grandfather?

The Bach (Y.D. 240) writes that it would seem from
the fact that there are sources in the Torah that refer to a
grandfather as ”1°2R”, but there are no sources in the Torah
(only in Sefer Shmuel) that call a father-in-law a father, that
one should give precedence to honoring one's grandfather.

The Minchas Elazar (I111:33) writes that from the fact
that Rashi writes in this week's Sidra (46:1) that one is
obligated to honor one's father more than one's grandfather,
we can deduce that in regard to others, one should honor
the grandfather first.

The Teshuva Mei'ahava (1:179) discusses who has the
right to say Kaddish if only one can recite it - one saying it
for a grandfather or one saying for a father-in-law. He
concludes by writing: 1 do not wish to elaborate on a
question which I was not asked about.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) Two people and one place - all mentioned in Sefer
Bereishis - shared a common name. What was it?

2) What was unique about the wood that Yaakov took
with him to Egypt to be used in the Mishkan?

3) Who announced to Yaakov that Yoseif was still alive?

4) With which person, who was unrelated to him, did
Yaakov consult to see if, indeed Yoseif was still alive?

5) What reward, related to the holiday of Purim, did
Binyomin receive for not having participated in the
sale of Yoseif?

6) Which person mentioned in this week's Sidra was
married to a person who had a Sefer of Tanach named
for him?

7) Why did Yaakov lose 33 years of life?

8) Which two physical defects did Chushim ben Dan have?

9) When Yaakov met Paroh, who else was sitting in
Paroh’s palace, and for whom did he mistake Yaakov?

10) What Bracha did Yaakov give Paroh?

11) What caused Paroh to fall off his throne?

12) Why did Yaakov stop at Be'eir Sheva on his way to
Egypt?

13) On what day of which month did Yaakov and his
family come to Egypt?

14) Whose name reflected the fact that his father went
around barefoot?

ANSWERS

1) 1) Bela was the name of a king of Edom (Bereishis
36:32), a son of Binyomin (46:21), and a place (14:2).

2) The wood that Yaakov brought to Egypt for use in the
Mishkan had no knots or cracks in it (Bereishis Rabba
94:4).

3) According to the Targum Yonoson in various places
(46:17; 49:21), either Naftoli or Serach bas Asher
announced that Yoseif was alive.

4) According to a unique interpretation by the Da'as
Zekeinim (45:28), Yaakov asked the wagon driver if
Yoseif was indeed alive.

5) Because Binyomin was not involved with selling
Yoseif, he merited having Mordechai and Esther as his
descendants who saved Klal Yisroel (Targum Sheini
3:14).

6) According to one view in Chazal, Dina married Iyov
(Baba Basra 15b; Bereishis Rabba 80:4).

7) According to the Da'as Zekeinim (47:8) it was because
of the 33 words in the Pesukim in which he
complained about his difficult life to Paroh. According
to others (Chasam Sofer Parshas Bechukosai) it was
because he made a covenant with Lavan - the Gal-Eid.
“Gal” has the numeric value of 33.

8) He was deaf and dumb (Pirkei D’Rebbi Eliezer 39).
According to the Gemorah (Sota 13a), he was deaf.

9) Og was there and he mistook Yaakov for Avrohom
(Midrash Hagadol on Bereishis 47:8).

10) According to various opinions in Chazal:

a) That the Nile should come up to greet him.

b) That the last five years of famine should not take
place

¢) That Paroh should live as long as Yaakov (see
Sifri, Eikev 38).

11) Yehuda's shout caused Paroh to fall off his throne
(Tanchuma, Vayigash 5).

12) To cut the Arazim (cedar trees) that Avrohom had
planted which were going to be used for the Mishkan
(Bereishis Rabba 94:4).

13) On the 15th of Nissan (Shmos Rabba 18:11).

14) Chupim was named for the fact that his father,
Binyomin, went around without shoes as a sign of
mourning after Yoseif was taken away (Tanchuma
Yoshon, Vayigash).

NOW AVAILABLE

The sefer 173°nNn 91 is available for purchase:

e in seforim stores

e  via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com

e by picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.

Please be in touch via email.

The sefer 230 X¥» on MNMY and the set of Torah
Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.

The material for this issue has been reprinted
from previous years
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