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“These are the chronicles of Yaakov - Yoseif ...”

The Chofetz Chaim, Z'T'L', noted that the story of
Yoseif is representative of the history of Bnei Yisroel. The
suffering of Yoseif is almost unfathomable. In the prime of
his life he was snatched from his loving father and sold as
a slave to the vilest people, where every minute of
existence was filled with challenges to the ideals he had
learned in the house of Yaakov. However, in the end, the
very suffering which he was forced to endure brought

about his physical and spiritual elevation.

The same is true with Klal Yisroel - there will be a
time when all the world will see that all of the suffering and
oppression which we have experienced were for our
benefit, and, indeed, were the cause of our rise to the
loftiest heights. At that time we will praise Hashem in the
words of Yeshaya: (X:2°) ”°2 npix »> /77 T7IX” - “I thank

You, Hashem, because You oppressed me.”

(R”2 NAW) “197 D220 0°72° DIRWYI DIVAP NINR mws
Chazal tell us that after the miracle of the oil, the
following year the Chachomim established the holiday of

Chanuka.

Why didn't they establish the Yom Tov immediately

after the miracle took place?

The Gerrer Rebbe, Hagaon Reb Avrohom Mordechai,
Z'T'L', explained that very often, after a particularly
extraordinary event takes place, people are greatly
inspired. However, as time passes, their inspiration
diminishes, and gradually they forget completely about the

occurrence.

When the miracle of Chanuka occurred, the people
were, understandably, very inspired. However,
Chachomim did not wish to establish a holiday to
commemorate the miracle, because they did not know if it
would leave a lasting impact on the Jewish nation.
Therefore, they postponed proclaiming a new Yom Tov
immediately. Once a full year had passed, though, and the
people still felt the spritual exhiliration from the miracle,
the Chachomim felt that it was fitting to commemorate it
by establishing a Yom Tov for all future generations.

Ny 170W 1NIT NRJW N2 INDX )17
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HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L.’Ma’aseh)

In this week's Sidra we read about the imprisonment
of Yoseif, as well as that of the Sar Hamashkim and Sar
Ha'ofim.

The Gemorah (Beitza 36b) states that it is Rabbinically
forbidden for Beis Din to judge someone on Shabbos. The
reason is because there is a fear that they might forget that
it is Shabbos and write down the verdict.

The Rema (Orach Chaim 339) adds that an extension
of this Rabbinic injunction is that it is forbidden to catch
and to incarcerate someone who is deserving a punishment
to prevent him from escaping.

If allowing him to remain free and escape will cause
others a large financial loss, it is permissible to imprison
him (Chavos Ya'ir in Mekor Chaim, Orach Chaim 339).

Similarly, if allowing a miscreant to roam freely poses
a danger to others, it is permissible to apprehend and
immure him (Teshuvos Tzitz Eliezer 11:33).

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) Which three people who did an act of kindness would
have gone to much greater lengths to do that act if they
would have known that the Torah would publicize
those acts?

2) How did one of Yoseif's dreams cause a miracle to
occur later on in history?

3) When twins are born, is a midwife believed to say who
the firstborn is?

4) Why did Chazal establish the celebration of Purim
with fnn»wy nnw», while Chanuka is celebrated with
RTIM P9n?

5) Why is it not customary for women to light the
Chanuka candles when a man can be Motzi them?

6) In the customs of Chanuka, we find an interesting
Minhag: the Ashkenazim follow the Rambam [who
was a Sefardi] and the Sefardim follow the Tosefos
[who were Ashkenazim] in regard to a particular
matter. Which custom is this?

7) What did the wife of Potifar suggest doing to her
husband?
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8) What did Yoseif see when he was about to sin with the
wife of Potifar?

9) Who threw Yoseif into the pit?

10) What other names did Yaakov have besides ““Yisroel”?

11) What happened with the staff that Yehuda gave to
Tamar?

12) What did the wife of Potifar do after Yoseif was placed
in prison?

13) Where does the Torah allude to the fact that Yitzchok
was Megayeir Geirim?

14) Who served the sons of the Shefachos (Bilha and
Zilpa)?

15) What did the Kesones Pasim have to do with Kri'as
Yam Suf?

16) Which two Yeshivos did Yoseif attend?

ANSWERS

1) The three people who would have done an act of
Chesed with much greater Hidur if they would have
known that the Posuk would publicize their acts, were:
Reuvain [when he told his brothers not to kill Yoseif];
Aharon [when he came to greet Moshe when he
returned from Midyan]; and Boaz [when he gave food
to Rus] (Yalkut Shimoni Bereishis 141).

2) Yehoshua was able to cause the sun to stand still in
Givon when he told the sun about Yoseif's dream that
it would bow down to him [Yehoshua was a descend-
ant of Yoseif] (Da'as Zekeinim Bereishis 37:9).

3) A midwife is believed to say which twin was born first
(Kiddushin 74a).

4) Purim is observed with Mishteh and Simcha because
the people were saved from physical annihilation.
Therefore, the celebration includes physical rejoicing.
Chanuka, however, represents salvation from spiritual
destruction. Therefore, we observe it with Hallel and
Hoda'a (Levush, quoted by Taz, Orach Chaim 670:4).

5) Women do not light Chanuka candles where a man can
be Motzi them, because originally it was customary to
light the Chanuka candles outdoors, and it was
considered a breach of modesty for a woman to
perform a Mitzva outside the house - N3 77123 957
771D n.

6) Concerning Mehadrin Min Hamehadrin, the Ashkenazim
follow the Rambam that each member of the family
lights candles and adds an additional candle on each

night of Chanuka. The Sefardim follow Tosefos who
say that only the master of the house lights candles and
adds an additional candle each night (see Taz, Orach
Chaim 671:1).

7) Killing him so that Yoseif would be willing to marry
her (Bereishis Rabba 87:8).

8) According to the Gemora (Sota 36b) he saw the image
of his father. According to one view in the Midrash, he
saw the image of his mother (Bereishis Rabba 98:2).

9) Shimon (Bereishis Rabba 91; Rashi on Bereishis
42:24).

10) Shemesh (Bereishis Rabba 84:11), and Eil (Rashi;
33:20).

11) Moshe used it to hit the Ye or (Yalkut Shimoni 1:763;
Ba’al Haturim 38:18).

12) She continued every day to attempt to convince him to
sin with her (Tanchuma, and Bereishis Rabba 87:10).

13) The Midrash (Bereishis Rabba 84:4) interprets *1132”
(R:19) 792K as 71axR M1,

14) Yoseif (Yalkut Shimoni 140): 122191 »iw - 7991 X171
.72Y2 JWnWwNI 7Y [017,0IN5WR 122

15) The Kesones Pasim that was given to Yoseif aroused
his brother's hatred, and they sold him to Egypt.
Eventually the Yam Suf split (70°-05”) in the merit of
Yoseif (Bereishis Rabba 84:4).

16) The Beis Midrash of Yaakov and the Beis Midrash of
Yitzchok (Yalkut Shimoni 140).

NOW AVAILABLE

The sefer 177°nnmM 91 is available for purchase:

e in seforim stores

e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com

e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.

Please be in touch via email.

The sefer 230 X¥» on MNnWw and the set of Torah
Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is
only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send
his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
from previous years
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