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“The cry of S'dom and Amorah has become great, and
their sin is very heavy.”

The Dubner Maggid, Z'T'L’, pointed out that decent,
sensitive people are greatly perturbed by even the smallest
injustice. On the other hand, in order to upset cruel,
unscrupulous people, it requires a terrible misdeed. This is
what the Posuk means: If “the cry of S'dom and Amorah is
great” - if they are already crying about the injustices that
are being perpetrated, this shows that “their sin is very
heavy.”

(32:11°) 7¥WI QY P°TX 7DON AR IR DR WA

“And Avrohom came and said, ‘Will You destroy the
righteous with the wicked?””

Avrohom was the epitome of Chesed and kindness.
S'dom was the complete antithesis to all that Avrohom
stood for. If so, Avrohom should have been joyous when
these evildoers were about to be destroyed. Why, then, did
he plead for their salvation?

The Alter of Slabodka, Hagaon Reb Noson Tzvi
Finkel, Z'T'L', said that Avrohom was faithful to his
doctrines. If he would have been happy with the downfall
of S'dom, this would have represented a characteristic of
S'dom. Avrohom stood for kindness towards everyone. He
was interested only that the sins be eliminated - not the
sinners. He intervened on behalf of S'dom in the hope that
they be spared so that they could repent.

[@XRVINT X9 - 7ooRVA 0]

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS

(not to be relied upon for Halacha L’Ma’aseh)

Is it permissible for a person to visit his enemy who is
sick to perform Bikur Cholim?

The Mabharil (Teshuvos 197) permits it, because we do
not suspect a Yisroel of being happy with the misfortune of
another Yisroel.

The Rema (Yoreh Deah 335:2) disagrees and
maintains that one should not visit his enemy.

The Vilna Gaon agrees with the Rema, and brings a
proof from the Gemorah (Sanhedrin 19a) that says that a
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Kohein Moshu'ach who replaces the Kohein Godol while
the Kohein Godol is an Aveil should not go to be
Menachem Aveil so as not to give the impression that he is
rejoicing at the Kohein Godol's misfortune.

The Divrei Sha'ul (Yoreh Deah 335) writes that the
Minhag is that one does go to be Mevaker Choleh his
enemy, since through this it could lead to reconciliation.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) When one sees something mentioned in this week's
Parsha he must recite two Brachos. What is it, and
which Brachos does he recite?

2) Which person mentioned in this week's Parsha recited
the Bracha of Mechayei Ha'meisim when his Neshomo
was returned to him?

3) According to Chazal, the place of the Akeida was the
same location where Adam and Noach brought
sacrifices (see Rambam, Hil. Beis Habechira 2:2). If
so, why was it necessary for Avrohom to build a new
altar upon which to sacrifice Yitzchok?

4) How did well water miraculously rising up settle an
ownership dispute?

5) After the Akeida, what did Avrohom insist that
Hashem swear to him?

6) What was unique about the pillar of salt that Lot's wife
was transformed into?

7) What became of the pillar of salt which Lot's wife
became [i.e. what was Lot's wife's lot]?

8) What was the punishment in S’dom for one who
performed Hachnosas Orchim?

9) From where did the wine that was found in the cave
with Lot and his daughters come?

10) How was Avrohom punished for giving the seven
sheep to Avimelech?

11) Which couple who were related to Avrohom did not
merit having children until they were elderly?

12) Why were the names of Avrohom and Yaakov
changed, but not Yitzchok's?

13) How did Avrohom's politeness towards the Mal'achim
lead to his children receiving a Mitzva that must be
fulfilled politely?
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14)
15)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

When did the Mal'achim come to visit Avrohom?
Which person [besides Sara] mentioned in this week's
Sidra was hidden in a box?

ANSWERS
When one sees the pillar of salt which Lot's wife was
transformed into, he recites the Brachos of Dayan
Ho'emes and Zocheir Hatzadikim (Brachos 54b; Orach
Chaim 218:8).
According to the Pirkei D'Rebbi Eliezer (31) when
Avrohom's knife touched Yitzchok's throat,
Yitzchok's Neshama left him, and returned when the
angel told Avrohom not to slaughter him. At that point
Yitzchok recited the Bracha of Mechayei Ha'meisim
(also see Yalkut Shimoni).
Avrohom had to rebuild the altar that had been ruined
by the members of the Dor Haflaga (Targum Y onoson
22:9).
At the time that the shepherds of Avrohom and
Avimelech disputed the ownership of a well, when the
waters rose towards the flocks of Avrohom this proved
that the well belonged to Avrohom (Bereishis Rabba
54:5).
After the Akeida, Avrohom made Hashem swear to
him that He would no longer test him or Yitzchok
(ibid., 56:11).
During the day, oxen would lick it down to its toes,
and it would grow back during the night (Pirkei
D'Rebbi Eliezer 25).
The Radal on Pirkei D'Rebbi Eliezer (25:80) writes
that there was an earthquake and the Dead Sea
expanded and swallowed it up. He suggests that it is
for this reason that the Rambam omits the Bracha
mentioned by Chazal, which is to be recited upon
seeing Lot's wife - since it was no longer visible in the
time of the Rambam.
Those found guilty were executed by fire (Yalkut
Shimoni 84).
According to the Sifri (Eikev 43) it appeared there.
According to the Midrash (Bereishis Rabba 51:8), the
people of S’dom hid their surplus wine in caves.
Seven righteous descendants of his were killed - Eili
and his sons and Shaul and his sons (Pesikta D'Rav
Kahana 10:95).

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

Nochur and Milka, who had children, in the merit of
Sara (Targum Yonoson, Ramban, on Bereishis 22:5).
According to the Yerushalmi (Brachos, end of Chapter
1), Avrohom and Yaakov were named by their fathers;
Yitzchok was named by Hashem.

According to Rabbeinu Bachya (Bereishis 26:15)
because Yitzchok called the wells that he redug by the
same names that Avrohom had called them, he merited
that his name was never changed.

Because Avrohom said ”X)” ["please"] to the
Malachim [”@°» ©¥» X1 np1”], his children merited
the Korbon Pesach which cannot be eaten ”R1”
[undercooked] (Tanchuma, Vayeira 4), and in which
one may not break any bones [see Chinuch (7-16) who
explains that one must eat the Korbon Pesach in a
manner befitting officers and prominent people].
Either on:

a) Pesach or Erev Pesach (Bereishis Rabba 48:12),
b) Succos (Bamidbar Rabba 14:2),

¢) on the twelfth of Tishrei (three days after his Bris,
which, according to Pirkei D'Rebbi Eliezer, took place
on Yom Kippur). Also, see Tosafos (Rosh Hoshana
11a, D'H' Elah).

Avrohom placed Yitzchok in a box until he was ready
to Shecht him, so the Soton would not interfere (Hadar
Zekeinim).

NOW AVAILABLE
The sefer 177°nnmM 91 is available for purchase:
e in seforim stores
e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com
e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.
Please be in touch via email.
The sefer 210 X¥» on NMNMY and the set of Torah

Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is

only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
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