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“One thing I ask of Hashem - this is what I desire - to
dwell in the House of Hashem all the days of my life ...”

The Chofetz Chaim, Z'T'L', observed that people's
needs and desires vary according to their station in life. A
poor man longs for a satiating meal and a roof over his
head. A wealthy person desires an enormous mansion with
many servants to wait on him.

Dovid Hamelech occupied rungs on both ends of the
social ladder during his lifetime. Yet he proclaimed that
from his humble origins as a simple shepherd to the
grandeur and glory as the king of Israel he had but one
desire in life - to dwell in the House of Hashem and enjoy
the splendor of His Torah and Mitzvos all the days of his
life ...

9DV DYPN

Hagaon Rav Shlomo Kluger, Z'T'L', once admonished

a Ba'al Tekiah, saying, “It is true that our Rabbis have

called the art of blowing the Shofar - 79X%n 713°X1 71797 -

a skill, and not an actual form of work”. Nevertheless, it is

imperative that you bear in mind that X7 3151 NPWRY”

7771 - the beginning of all knowledge and skill must be the
fear of Hashem ...”

WS PYIN PYPIN PAVY WS PYm PYpIn anb
(:70-.70 7)) VYR 2275 10 ? Iy

Why do we blow the Shofar when the people are
sitting and then blow it again when they are standing? To
confuse the Soton.

Tosafos ask: Isn’t there a violation of Bal Toseif in
blowing the Shofar a second time? They answer that there
is no Bal Toseif if one performs the same Mitzva twice.
Thus, one may take the Lulav twice and blow the Shofar
twice.

In a humorous vein it can be said that it is Tosafos’
question that confuses the Soton and causes him to refrain
from saying anything. When he hears the Jews blowing the
Shofar a second time, he thinks that perhaps they are
violating Bal Toseif. Therefore, he remains silent, because

TORAL
ILIQMMS\

w1017 N7 22T
w1117 NP1 N2 N2 NN
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he hopes that the second blowing will disqualify the entire
Mitzva.

(:TO-.TV 7177) VW DR 22795 >3 /191 Py PYRpIn Anb
Why do we blow the Shofar? To confuse the Soton!
Rashi explains that when the Soton sees how beloved
the Mitzvos are to Bnei Yisroel, he is confused and does
not attempt to prosecute them.

How does the fact that Bnei Yisroel show how beloved
the Mitzvos are squelch the arguments of the Soton?

Hagaon Rabbi Akiva Eiger, Z'T'L’, explained that
Chazal say (Yoma 86b) that if one repents out of love, his
Aveiros are transformed into merits. This being the case,
when Jews show how beloved the Mitzvos are -
particularly the Mitzva of Shofar which is fulfilled on Rosh
Hashana - they are demonstrating that they are repenting
out of love [not fear]. If so, the Soton is confused, because
he realizes that the more of their Aveiros that he dredges
up, the more merits they will obtain. Therefore, he is forced
to remain silent.
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“I can no longer go out and come...”

The Chasam Sofer, Z'T'L’, observed that a truly great
person does not stagnate on one level for any length of
time. Rather, he uses the actions of each day to elevate
himself to higher levels. Therefore, when Moshe said: “I
can no longer go out” - from one level, “and come” - to a
higher one, he was implying that the end of his life had
arrived.
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“And I shall hide My countenance from them, and they
shall be consumed ...”

The Ba'alei Tosafos note that this hiding of Hashem's

countenance is because of His great love for Klal Yisroel.

Just as a father cannot bear to see the suffering of his
wayward son, so too, Hashem, Kevayachol, cannot bear to
see the punishment of His nation ...
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HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L'Ma'aseh)

The Rema (Orach Chaim 583:2) writes that some
people refrain from eating nuts on Rosh Hashana because
the numerical value of 793R (17) equals (X)vn. Addition-
ally, nuts are difficult to digest and could cause the person
to need to expectorate during davening.

For how long do people avoid eating nuts?

The Sefer, Piskei Teshuvos cites many customs: 1)
From Elul through Hoshana Rabba; 2) From Rosh Hashana
through Hoshana Rabba; 3) On the first day of Rosh
Hashana and the second day until Chatzos (Hagaon Rav
Nosson Adler, Z’T’L’); 4) The two days of Rosh Hashana
(Chasam Sofer, Z'T’L’).

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) What do we do on Rosh Hashana to make the Soton
think that Moshiach has come?

2) It is customary to recite a special prayer [ Yehi Rotzon
...] when eating certain foods on Rosh Hashana [e.g. an
apple dipped in honey], asking Hashem for a good year.
May this prayer be recited after reciting the Bracha on
the food and before tasting it?

3) Is it permissible to cry on Rosh Hashana?

4) Which famous Jew had a haircut on Rosh Hashana?

5) The Gemorah (Krisus 6a, Horayos 12a) discusses the
custom of eating certain foods on Rosh Hashana to
serve as a good omen. Why does the Rambam omit this
custom; there is no dissenting view in the Gemora?

6) How many times per year did Elkana go to Mishkan
Shilo?

7) Which person whom we read about on Rosh Hashana
was called “Ish Ho elokim™?

8) How many children did Chana have?

9) If someone blew the Shofar on Rosh Hashana that fell
on Shabbos, did he fulfill a Mitzva?

ANSWERS
1) After blowing the first set of Teki'os [2WI"17 DY pN]
we blow another series of Teki'os [729¥17 NIV pPN] to
confuse the Soton into thinking that the second set of
Teki'os is heralding the Moshiach (Tosafos Rosh
Hashana 16b).
2) On Rosh Hashana, one should recite the special prayer

[...77%9 *7°] on the apple dipped in honey only after
reciting the Brocho and eating the apple (Mishna
Berura 583:4).

3) According to the Arizal, it is permissible and even
preferable to cry on Rosh Hashana. The Vilna Gaon
Z'T'L', maintains that it is forbidden (Ma'aseh Rav 207).

4) Before Yoseif was brought to interpret Paroh's dream,
his hair was cut. This took place on Rosh Hashana
(Rosh Hashana 10b).

5) The Maharsham (Teshuvos IX:34) writes that the
Rambam omitted the custom of eating the Simonim on
Rosh Hashana because he maintains that making a
Siman for the future is forbidden because of Nichush.

6) Four times - three times for the Sholosh Regolim and
one more time that he accepted upon himself as a
Nedava (Tanna D’vei Eliyahu Rabba 8).

7) Elkana (Sifri, Vezos Habracha 342, see Shmuel II
2:27).

8) Five children [three sons and two daughters] and two
grandsons, so that it was considered as though she had
seven children (Pesikta Rabbasi 43).

9) According to Hagaon Rabbi Akiva Eiger, Z’T’L’
(Drosh V’chadosh 8) he did fulfill the Mitzva. A
practical application of this Chiddush is that if someone
blew Shofar on Shabbos, he would not recite
Shehechiyanu on the second day.

NOW AVAILABLE

The sefer 177°nnmM 91 is available for purchase:

e in seforim stores

e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com

e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.

Please be in touch via email.

The sefer 230 X¥» on MNnWw and the set of Torah
Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is
only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send
his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
from previous years
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