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“It is sufficient for you - do not speak to Me any more
concerning this matter.”

Why did Hashem tell Moshe to cease imploring Him
to allow him to enter Eretz Yisroel; don't Chazal say that
Hashem longs for the prayers of the righteous?

The Chanukas Hatorah answers that Chazal also say
that one who prolongs his prayers merits long days and
years. Thus, if Moshe would have prayed longer he would
have deserved longer life. However, there had been a
decree that he was to die at a particular time so that Bnei
Yisroel would be able to enter Eretz Yisroel. Therefore
Hashem commanded him to cease his prayers.

IR 937 n°3an Yo 93 nnmn Hod 03% anwyl InCnwn 1p”
(T0:7) 72apl

“Lest you become corrupt and make a statue depicting
any symbol - an image of a male or female ...”

It seems almost inconceivable that after forty years in
the wilderness - after Kabalas Hatorah and all of the open
miracles that the nation witnessed - that Moshe found it
necessary to admonish the people not to sink to the nadir
of spiritual deprivation and worship idols. What was the
reason for this?

The Ba'alei Mussar deduce an important lesson from
this: Regardless of what spiritual heights a person attains,
he can never be sure of himself, for, unless he constantly
strives to elevate himself, he can sink to the lowest levels
of impurity.

(M:7) 777 ¥ NIRY anwpy”
“And you shall tie it as a sign on your hand ...”
Hagaon Rav Yechezkel Abramsky, Z'T'L', once met a
man who said that he was becoming observant, but he only
observes those Mitzvos that he comprehends. He does not
wear Tefillin yet since he does not understand the reason
for it, and asked Rav Yechezkel to explain it to him.
Rav Yechezkel told him, “First wear Tefillin for two
months and then return to me and I will explain the reason.”
A long time passed, and the man never returned. One
day Rav Yechezkel met the man and asked him why he
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never returned for an explanation. The man replied, “Once
I began wearing the Tefillin, I felt the sublime nature of the
Mitzva, and I no longer needed any additional explanation

[It is interesting to note that some say that the Shel Yad
precedes the Shel Rosh just as Na'aseh - “We will act”,
precedes V'nishma - “We will understand”.

We must first be willing to observe the command-
ments simply because they are Divinely given, and only
then can we delve into the reasons for them ...]

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L.’Ma’aseh)

The Panei'ach Raza from the Ba'alei Hatosafos writes
that the Gematria of J39NXY is the same as /7950’ and also
717w’ to teach us that Tefilla should be recited to a pleasant
tune. Furthermore, it is also the Gematria of /79w to teach
us that one's feet should be kept together during Tefilla to
emulate the Malachim about whom it is written 079371~
(TR ORPI) 7w 23

The Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 95:1) cites this as a
Halacha for the aforementioned reason.

The Beis Yoseif brings an additional reason for
placing the feet together while Davening: to show that he
has no ability to run away since he cannot obtain anything
without Hashem giving it to him.

The Beis Yoseif brings from Rabbeinu Yona that some
just keep their heels together and not the front of their feet.
However, he discounts this practice since it is not
mentioned in the Gemora.

The Piskei Teshuvos (95:1) brings from the Meiri and
Ritva on Brachos (10b) who mentioned this practice. Thus,
one who has difficulty in keeping his feet completely
together may rely on this opinion. The Nimukei Orach
Chaim (74:1) writes that he saw a number of Tzadikim who
conducted themselves this way even Le'chat'chila.

If one cannot keep his feet together at all, or if it
disturbs his concentration, then he need not keep his feet
together.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK
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1) Ifonerecited the Birchos Krias Shema out of order, was
he Yotzei?

2) When did the event at the beginning of Vo'eschanon
take place?

3) Is a married woman permitted to sit in her parents'
seats?

4) Does one have more of an obligation to teach Torah to
his daughter's son than to someone else's child?

5) If one recited Krias Shema within four Amos of a dead
body was he Yotzei?

6) Moshe had a Mesorah that if he would say a certain
word twice then he would be answered. What was that
word?

7) By what other names was Rosh Hapisga (3:26) known?

8) Who say: ¥ 70w NR WIp *191 0297 R12IWN R INR”
7w *w>1pn? When do they say it?

ANSWERS

1) If one recited Birchos Krias Shema out of order, he was
Yotzei (Orach CHaim 60:3).

2) Moshe pleaded with Hashem to allow him to enter
Cana'an during the first seven days of Adar (Vayikra
Rabba 11).

3) A married woman may not sit in her parents' seats,
since she is only exempt from the Mitzva of Kibud; not
the responsibility of Morah (see Mizrachi on Parshas
Kedoshim 19:3; Maharsha).

4) The Kesef Mishna (Hil. Talmud Torah 1:2) questions
whether one is obligated to teach Torah to his
daughter's son before a stranger's child. The Shach
(Yoreh Deah 245:1) and the Chacham Tzvi (70)
maintain that he is obligated to do so.

5) The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chaim 71:7) rules
according to the Rambam who maintains that if one
recited Shema within four Amos of a corpse, he did not
fulfill his obligation.

6) The word ”X3”. He repeated ”X1” when he Davened for
Miryam ”71% X3 X971 X1 Yp”. He wished to do so when
he Davened to be allowed to enter Eretz Yisroel
77931 R1 712vR”. However, Hashem forbade him from
repeating the word “Na” - 7272 71V *YX 727 7010 YR~
7713 (Midrash Yelamdeinu)

7) Har Ha’avarim, Har Nevo, and Hor Hahar (Sifri Zuta,
Pinchas 27:12).

8) The Malachim say this when Bnei Yisroel enter into
their Shuls and Batei Midrash and recite Shema
(Yerushalmi Brachos 9:2)

NOW AVAILABLE

The sefer 177°nnmM 91 is available for purchase:

e in seforim stores

e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com

e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.

Please be in touch via email.

The sefer 210 X¥» on NMNMY and the set of Torah
Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is
only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send
his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
from previous years
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