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“And Korach took ...”

Chazal in Pirkei Avos tell us that the dispute of Korach
represents a quarrel which is not Lesheim Shomayim, while
the disagreements between Hillel and Shammai epitomize
arguments for the sake of Heaven.

Hagaon Rav Chaim Volozhin, Z’T’L’, noted that only
men of the stature of Hillel and Shammai could allow
themselves to have a disagreement for the sake of Heaven.
Lesser people must shy away from every form of
Machlokes - even if they perceive it as being waged for
lofty purposes.

n%on 1915w MNYY QwavRw Wb (X:T0) “RIp NP
129

“And Korach took.”

Rashi explains that Korach and his followers wore
Talisos which were completely colored with Techeiles [a
bluish-green dye] and asked Moshe if a Talis which is
completely dyed with Techeilis requires a thread of
Techeilis on the Tzitziyos.

The Chasam Sofer, Z’T’L’, quoting his rebbi, Rav
Noson Adler, Z’T’°L’, said that this act of Korach and his
followers symbolized their argument with Moshe. They
said that just as a garment which is entirely colored with
Techeilis does not require a single thread of Techeilis in the
Tzitziyos, so too, a nation that is completely holy does not
need a leader. Moshe replied that this is a fallacy, for even
a four-cornered garment that is totally covered with
Techeilis still requires a single thread of Techeilis in the
Tzitziyos. So too, a nation, no matter how holy it is, still
must have a leader.

(2%:10) 7w 93 NXY”
“And all of the possessions [of Korach and his
followers were swallowed by the earth].”
What was the purpose of this?
The Seforno explains that if needy, righteous people
would have benefitted from the possessions of the
congregation of Korach, it would have been considered a
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Zechus for them (see Rashi on Vayikra 5:17). To prevent
this, all of the belongings of Adas Korach were lost with
them.

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L.’Ma’aseh)

If someone recited a Bracha on his Tefilla Shel Rosh,
and before he was able to say Boruch Sheim Kevod
Malchuso ..., he had to answer Yehei Shmei Rabba ... or
Kedusha there is no purpose in reciting Boruch Sheim...
afterwards (Hagaon Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach
Z’T’L’, cited in Halichos Shlomo, Tefilla, 4:17).

The Eishel Avrohom (Butchatch) writes that one can
recite Boruch Sheim ... after an interruption.

It should be noted that from the Targum Yerushalmi
(Bereishis 49:1, Devorim 6:4) it is clear that Yehei Shmei
Rabba ... is closely related to Boruch Sheim ... Thus, one
who said Yehei Shmei Rabba ... after putting on his Tefilla
Shel Rosh would certainly have no need to recite Boruch
Sheim ... afterwards (see Teshuvos V’hanhagos 1:60; Emes
L’Yaakov, Vayechi).

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) What did Korach have in common with Haman?

2) What did Yitzhar [Korach’s father] have in common
with Eisov?

3) What three things did Korach deny?

4) When did Moshe Daven to Hashem not to accept
someone’s Teshuva?

5) May one appoint a Shli’ach to redeem his firstborn son?
6) Who received the portion of Eretz Yisroel that was
originally intended for the congregation of Korach?

7) How wealthy was Korach, and how did he obtain his
wealth?

8) What did the congregation of Korach say as they were
being swallowed by the earth?

9) For what did Aharon use the Machtos (pans) after the
Ketores was offered on them and before he melted
them to be used as an inlay for the Mizbei’ach?

10) What did Aharon write on his staff, and how did his
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staff flower?

11) How was Ohn ben Peles related to Dosson and
Aviram?

12) From where did Aharon’s staff come?

13) When Moshe said: 7’7 X92° 7x*2 ox”, what new
creation was he referring to?

ANSWERS

1) Korach and Haman were both enormously wealthy
people whose wealth and desire for power ultimately
led to their downfall (see Bemidbar Rabba 22:6).

2) Yitzhar and Eisov both had a son named Korach (see
Bereishis 36:5,14).

3) Korach rejected the divinity of the Torah, the fact that
Moshe was a prophet and that Aharon was the Kohein
Godol (Yerushalmi, Sanhedrin 10:1).

4) Moshe Davened that Hashem not accept Korach’s
Teshuva (Tanchuma, Korach 7).

5) The Rama (Yoreh Deah 305) is of the opinion that a
father cannot appoint a Shli‘ach to redeem his firstborn
son. The Shach and Taz disagree and maintain that he
can.

6) Yehoshua and Kaleiv (Baba Basra 118b).

7) Ittook 300 white mules to carry the keys to the treasure-
houses of Korach. He obtained his wealth by taking one
of the three treasures that Yosef had concealed in
Mitzrayim after it was revealed to him (Pesachim 119a).

8) “Hashem is righteous and He is judging us truthfully.
The words of Moshe are truthful and we are wicked
because we rebelled against him” (Targum Yonoson
16:31).

9) He used them as Mechitzos to separate himself from
the impurity of those who had died (Targum Yonoson,
and Peirush Yonoson 17:13).

10) He wrote his name on the top of the staff and the name
of his tribe - Leivi - lower down. In between the two
names he placed a ring. When the staff flowered, only
the part that had his name produced flowers (Midrash
Yelamdeinu).

11) According to the Chizkuni (16:1) Peles was Palu ben
Re’uvein - the brother of Eliav, the father of Dosson
and Aviram. Thus, Ohn was the first cousin of Dosson
and Aviram.

12) There are different opinions in the Midrash (Bemibar
Rabba 18:23): either from Yehuda or Moshe, or a
beam of wood that Moshe divided into twelve pieces.

13) The method of dying - no one had ever been
swallowed up by the earth (Chizkuni 16:30).

NOW AVAILABLE

The sefer 177°nnmM 91 is available for purchase:

e in seforim stores

e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com

e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.

Please be in touch via email.

The sefer 230 X¥» on NMNMY and the set of Torah
Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is
only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send
his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
from previous years
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