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"Clear olive oil, crushed for illumination."

The Shoshanas Yaakov, quoting the Tanna D'Vei
Eliyahu (18), says that children are compared to olives
["Your sons shall be as young olive trees around your
table" (Tehillim 128:3)]. Just as a great amount of effort
must be exerted in pressing the olives so that they will
produce oil suitable for illumination, so, too, parents must
expend a tremendous amount of time, strength and energy
to teach and guide them, so that they will be able to
illuminate the world with Torah.

(2:19) 7m0 731 MdYRY”

"To raise an eternal flame."

Hagaon Rav Shimshon Rafael Hirsch, Z'T'L',
explained that the goal of every Rebbi must be to imbue his
students with a love of Torah and to give them the
capability to be able to study on their own. He must ignite
their flame which will burn eternally on its own.

(A T19) 77157 117 PARDA MWK 2% 951 93 DR 9270 nnRY

"And you shall speak to all of those who are wise of
heart whom I filled with a spirit of wisdom."

Chazal say (Brachos 55a) that Hashem only gives
wisdom to a wise person.

The obvious question is: How did the person become
wise in the first place?

Hagaon Rav Chaim Volozhin, Z'T'L’, explains in his
Sefer, Nefesh Hachaim, that since Shlomo says: "The
beginning of wisdom is fear of Hashem", we can surmise
that fear of Hashem is the quality needed to become wise.
However, fear of Hashem is something that a person must
acquire on his own initiative; it is not in "the hands of
Heaven" to give it to him. Thus, once a person acquires
Yiras Shomayim, then Hashem gives him wisdom.

According to this, when Chazal say that Hashem gives
wisdom only to a wise person, they are referring to a person
who is G-d fearing, for this quality is the first step towards
wisdom.
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HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L’Ma’aseh)

The Magein Avrohom (692:1) writes that when the
Bracha of Shehechiyanu is recited on Megillas Esther, the
Ba’al Kriah and those listening should have in mind that
the Shehechiyanu also applies to Mishloach Manos and
Seudas Purim.

The Pri Megodim (Eishel Avrohom 1) adds that they
should have in mind to include Matanos La’evyonim as
well. He also notes that according to the Ashkenazim who
recite Shehechiyanu at night and also at the day Leining,
one should have in mind during the Shehechiyanu of the
day to exempt the other Mitzvos which take place during
the day. However, since the Sefardim only recite
Shehechiyanu at night, they should have in mind at night to
exempt the Mitzvos of the day.

The Magein Avrohom (ibid.) rules that if one does not
have a Megilla, he does not recite a Shehechiyanu for the
other Mitzvos.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) Which was longer - the Mitznefes [hat] or the Avneit
[belt] of the Kohain?

2) What happened to the clothes of a Kohain Hedyot
which became worn out? The clothes of a Kohain
Godol?

3) If a person who is imprisoned is allowed to leave
prison for one day, which day should he choose - the
day of Parshas Zachor, Purim, Yom Kippur, or the first
day possible?

4)  Which liquid floats on top of 0il?

5) Isit permissible to Daven with gloves on?

6) Which Sheivet's name was written out in the long form
(X9m) on the Eifod?

7) Which woman wore the Bigdei Kohein Godol?

8) What was the name of the daughter of Haman?

9) What miracle with snakes took place in the story of
Purim?

10) Which other supernatural miracles took place in the
story of Purim?

* 4% n7awn 71NN ‘9 - NYTY NN

N\



11) Mordechai and Haman were cousins, descendants of
Yaakov and Eisav. How many generations separated
Mordechai from Yaakov, and Haman from Eisav?

12) Which custom that Bnei Yisroel had on Shavuos did
Haman relate to Achashveirosh?

13) According to the Midrash (Esther Rabba 7), Moshe
told Eliyahu that if the decree of Haman against Bnei
Yisroel was sealed in blood, their combined Tefillos to
save Bneli Yisroel would not be answered. However, if
it was sealed in clay, it could be answered. Where in
the Megilla does it say that the decree was not sealed
in blood?

14) Who was Mordechai's Rebbi?

15) How was Haman directly descended from Serach and
Yoseif?

16) Which woman saw only one man over a period of 75
years?

17) What is unique about the word “2*>w1°n” in the Posuk
(3:2 7NDX) 70w 119AT TWR”?

ANSWERS

1) The Mitznefes was 16 Amos long. The Avneit was 32
Amos (Rambam Hil. Klei Hamikdosh 8:19).

2) The worn clothes of a Kohain Hedyot were made into
wicks for the Menorah. Those of a Kohain Godol were
buried (ibid. 8:5, also see Mishneh L'melech).

3) According to the Radvaz (IV:13), if a person is given
an opportunity to leave prison for one day, he should
choose the first day possible in which he will be able
to perform a Mitzva which he wouldn't have been able
to fulfill in prison (see Mishna Berura 90:28). The
Chacham Tzvi (106) questions the decision of the
Radvaz.

4) Alcohol floats on top of oil. See the Halachic
ramifications of this in the Machtzis Hashekel (Orach
Chaim 272:6).

5) It is preferable not to wear gloves while Davening
(Mishna Berura 91:5) unless it is very cold (Beis
Boruch on Chayei Adam 22:62).

6) The name of Pr°12 was written X7 (see Sota 36 a-b).
Also see Koheles Rabba (7:3): nnx mx 0101 1777 12’8
[11930] PwRwn 171 K.

7) Chava. WX 082 0°p7R /7 WY1 B7AY »N2 11737 7°Y)
,WITPR 77 5y (XD:1 DPWXID) 7aw abm Ty Mano

.[/191 aw~abn 7917 7190 072 - oweay

8) According to various opinions, either nwnRYw ,n10NW
(see Targum, Esther 6:12) or nuvnaw (see Sefer
Sheimos Ba'aretz from Hagaon Rav Chaim
Kanievsky, shlita, in the name of Midrash Abba
Gurion 6).

9) According to Yalkut Shimoni (Esther 2:22), Bigson
and Seresh originally placed a venomous snake in
Achashveirosh's drink, and when they became
suspicious that their plot was discovered, they

removed it. However, Hashem miraculously replaced
it there so that whem Achashveirosh was about to
drink, he noticed it.

10) Vashti grew a tail (Megilla 12b), and the chronicles of
Achashveirosh spoke on their own, relating how
Mordechai saved Achashveirosh (Megilla 15b: vi1>y”
TPORN PRIPIV TAYN - 7DOKIPI)

11) According to the Targum Sheini (2:6), Mordechai was
the 41% generation from Yaakov, while Haman was the
20™ generation from Eisov.

12) They would ascend to the roof of the Shul and throw
down apples and then gather them and say: Just as we
are gathering these apples, so too may our sons he
gathered from among the sons of the other nations.
(712 Y wwn on XY nnh e

13) ‘072 XY’ - (1:3 1NOX) “072RY 2N, [See Sefer Kehillas
Yitzchok (p. 180) and Sefer Ohel Moshe (VII, p. 382)
that this was told by a poor man to Rav Chaim
Volozhin, Z'T'L', who related it to the Vilna Gaon,
Z'T'L'. The Gaon told Rav Chaim that the poor man
was Eliyahu Hanavi.]

14) Avichayil, Mordechai's uncle (Rokei'ach, cited in
PNy 7051Y).

15) According to the Targum Sheini (2:6), Haman was
descended from ancestors named Serach and Yoseif:
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16) According to the Targum on Esther (2:7), the only man
that Esther saw over a period of 75 years was
Mordechai.
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17) It is one of the five places in Tanach where the word
7owIT” is written X9 with a Yud between the Lamed
and the Mem. The other places are: Yirmiya 26:18,
Divrei Hayomim I:3:5, I1:25:1 and 11:32:9.

NOW AVAILABLE

The sefer 173°nnn 71 is available for purchase:

e in seforim stores

e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com

e by picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.

Please be in touch via email.

The sefer 270 X¥» on NINMY and the set of Torah
Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is
only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send
his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
[from previous years
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