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"Behold they are a stiff-necked people.”

Hagaon Rav Moshe Sternbauch, Shlita, notes, that
when Hashem wished to destroy the people, He did not say
that the reason was because they worshipped the Golden
Calf, but rather, because Israel was a stiff-necked people.
The reason for this is that the underlying problem that
would hinder any sincere repentance was their stubborn
nature. And since they would never properly repent,
Hashem would have destroyed them, Chas V'Sholom, had
Moshe not interceded on their behalf.

Rav Sternbauch, shlita, writes that he once heard from
the Chazon Ish, Z'T'L", that when a prospective Shidduch is
suggested, the first matter to clarify is if the other party has
a stubborn disposition, for this is the one personality trait
which can have the most damaging effect on a marriage.

(0:%) 727 XY Pwyn”

"The wealthy shall not give more [than a half-
Shekel]."

Why was it necessary to warn the wealthy not to give
more than a half-Shekel; why was no warning given
concerning giving more than one-fifth of his money to
charity [which is also forbidden under most circum-
stances]?

Hagaon Reb Aizel Charif, Z'T'L', answered in a
humorous vein: Since the half-shekel was given publicly
there was a reason to suspect that wealthy people may wish
to flaunt their riches and give more than the prescribed
amount. However, charity is usually given privately, and
the Torah was not afraid that they would overextend
themselves in fulfilling that Mitzva.

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L’Ma’aseh)

The Birkei Yosef (O.C. 238:2) brings from the Gurei
Ha’ Arizal that one should not learn Mikra at night. This is
based on the Yalkut Shimoni at the end of Parshas Ki Sisa
that states that when Moshe was in Shomayim receiving
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the Torah, the way that he was able to distinguish between

day and night was that Hashem taught him Mikra during

the day, and Mishna at night.

Concerning the permissibility of reciting Tehillim at
night, most Halachic authorities permit it.

Among the reasons are:

a) Reciting Tehillim in the manner of supplication and
Tefilla is permissible. The restriction only applies to
learning it (Eishel Avrohom Butchatch).

b) If recited B tzibbur it is permissible (ibid.).

¢) Dovid Hamelech had requested that Tehillim should
have the status of Nego’im and Ohalos which are
Torah Shebe’al Peh (ibid.).

d) Yaakov Avinu recited Tehillim at night (see Bereishis
Rabba 68, Teshuvos Yoseif Ometz 54).

See Ohr Yisroel (XVI, p.130-136) for a full
discussion.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) Were the Luchos square or round on the top?

2) If the Torah commands us to remember the incident of
the Eigel (Devorim 9:7), why is there no special
reading to commemorate it as there is for Parshas
Zachor?

3) Is it permissible to cook milk and meat that had been
cooked together once before?

4) What reason is there to exempt women from Tefillas
Mussaf?

5) Is it permissible to violate Shabbos to prevent
someone from committing suicide?

6) Which ancestors of Betzalel and Ahali'av stood up
against wicked people?

7) How many names does Yerushalayim have?

8) From where do we learn that one should talk less on
Shabbos than on the weekdays?

9) How were the women's earrings taken from them for
the Eigel?

10) How did Bnei Leivi know which people kissed the
Eigel wholeheartedly and deserved to be killed?
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1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

ANSWERS
The Gemorah (Bava Basra 14a) that says that the
Luchos filled the entire area of the Aron implies that
they were square on top, and not rounded.
Some say that Chazal did not establish a special Torah
reading to commemorate the Ma'aseh HaEigel
because it is a shameful incident. The Malbim, Z'T'L’,
says that the reading of Parshas Para commemorates
the incident since the Para Aduma was brought to
atone for the Eigel (Artzos Hachaim, Eretz Yehuda
1:4).
If milk and meat were once cooked together, some
Poskim maintain that there is no prohibition to recook
them together if they had been completely cooked the
first time (Rabbeinu Gershon Chullin 108b; Pri
Megodim Yoreh Deah 105, Mishbetzos 2; Rabbi
Akiva Eiger Yoreh Deah 87:1). Others say that it is
still forbidden (Teshuvos Shevus Yaakov 1:38; Yad
Efraim Yoreh Deah end of Chapter 87).
Those Poskim who exempt women from reciting
Tefillas Mussaf do so because the Korbonos Mussaf
came from Machtzis Hashekel which women were
exempt from contributing. Additionally it is a positive,
time-bound obligation which women are exempt from
observing. It differs from Shacharis and Mincha,
which, although they are time-bound Mitzvos,
nevertheless they are supplications for Divine mercy.
Mussaf, however merely corresponds to the Korbon
Mussaf (see Teshuvos Rabbi Akiva Eiger 9, Tzlach,
Brachos 26a).
It is permissible to violate Shabbos to prevent
someone from committing suicide (Nishmas
Avrohom, Orach Chaim 328:6).
Betzalel's ancestor, Chur, stood up against those who
made the Eigel (see Rashi, Shmos 32:3), while
Ahali'av's ancestor, Chushim ben Dan stood up against
Eisov and killed him when he attempted to prevent
Yaakov from being buried.

7)

8)

9)

10)

(°377 779X QW3 PPNy 703193 1Y)

The Sefer, Otzar Pla'os Hatorah (p.767) cites the
Midrash Shir Hashirim Zuta (1:1) that enumerates 59
names, while the Midrash Hagadol (Parshas Vayigash)
lists an additional 17 names. Thus, Yerushalayim has
76 names.
Tosafos (Shabbos 113b) explain that when Chazal tell
us that one's speech on Shabbos should be different
than during the weekdays, it means that one should
talk less on Shabbos than during the weekdays. They
cite a Midrash (Vayikra Rabba 34) that illustrates this
point.
The Midrash Hagadol (32:3) relates that the earrings
were torn off with the ears, and then the earrings were
removed from the ears.

(”DQMPITRI AWK 37T 111 DR QYA 93 3pI5N””)
According to the Pirkei D'Rebbi Eliezer (45), the lips
of whoever kissed the Eigel wholeheartedly became
gold, and the members of the tribe of Leivi killed them.

NOW AVAILABLE
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e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com
e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.
Please be in touch via email.
The sefer 230 X¥» on NMNMY and the set of Torah

Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.
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