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PARSHAS YISRO
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"And Israel camped there opposite the mountain."
Rashi notes that the singular term - "Vayichon" - shows that

they were as one person with one heart.

Hagaon Rav Nosson Adler, Z'T'L', explained
homiletically that Chazal refer to the evil inclination as a
mountain (see Succa 52a). Since the evil inclination strives
to produce discord and contention among people, when
Israel camped with total harmony before receiving the
Torah, this encampment was "Neged Ha'har" - against the
wishes of the "mountain”.

(>:T1) 7D3NR 2°¥77 WK /77 7192 1IN IRV
"And Yisro said: 'Blessed is Hashem who saved you
Itis told that when the Vilna Gaon Z'T'L" was extolling
the virtues of the Geir Tzedek of Vilna, he remarked that
the special levels that a convert can achieve are often
greater than those of a Yisroel from birth. He proved this
from the fact that when Chazal (Chullin 91b) show that a
Yisroel is more beloved to Hashem than the Mal‘achim.
They do so by noting that the Mal'achim are only able to
recite the Name of Hashem after first reciting three words
of praise, while a Yisroel may do so after only two
introductory words of praise. However, we see that Yisro
was able to mention the Name of Hashem after just one
word of praise. This unique Zechus indicates the special
qualities of the Geir in the eyes of Hashem.

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L’Ma’aseh)

In Hilchos Shabbos (O.C. 286) the Beis Yosef brings
from the Shivlei Haleket that the words in Tefillas Mussaf
of Shabbos (naw nian) that states: 7151 o»n m°nyiv~ allude to
the custom of tasting the Shabbos foods before Shabbos.

The Machzor Vitri (Tefillas Mussaf of Shabbos 191)
writes that the reward for tasting the Shabbos foods before
Shabbos is long life (7151 0»n - PRYIWR”).

Among the reasons for the Minhag are: 1) To be
certain that the foods are seasoned properly. [If they are
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over-seasoned they may not be edible at all, and if they are
under-seasoned they may be difficult to season on Shabbos
because of Bishul considerations].

2) Just as a king has people tasting the food before a
royal banquet, so too, we taste the food before a Shabbos
meal.

3) To give poor people who have difficulty in
digesting fancy foods on Shabbos to acclimate to the
Shabbos foods.

One need taste only a small amount of food on Erev
Shabbos [at least according to the first two reasons] to
fulfill the Minhag.

There is also a discussion concerning whether the
custom of tasting the Shabbos foods applies to every
person tasting all of the foods, or just some of them, or
whether it applies to everyone or only to the woman who
prepares the food. [Many men follow the stringent view
and taste all of the Shabbos foods].

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) Does the Mitzva of honoring one's parents apply to
one's in-laws as well?

2) What two instances of Techiyas Hameisim took place
at Matan Torah?

3) Does the prohibition of Lo Sachmod apply to the items
of a gentile?

4) When Moshe ascended Har Sinai to receive the Torah,
his appearance was changed. Who did he look like?

5) s it permissible to sway back and forth [to "Shokel"]
during Shmoneh Esrei?

6) If one intended on killing one person and ended up
killing another person, is he executed by Beis Din?

7) Does one fulfill the Mitzva of honoring parents by
giving them gifts?

8) In whose honor did the Mon fall at noontime?

9) What was the source of the thunder and lightning at
Matan Torah?

10) What does the exemption of a Chosson during the first
year of marriage from going to the army have to do
with Matan Torah?
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2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

ANSWERS
The Tur and Shulchan Aruch (Yoreh Deah 240) say
that one is obligated to honor his father-in-law. The
Bach says the the obligation is not one of honoring
one's father, but rather one of honoring one's elders
(see Birkei Yoseif, Yoreh Deah 240).
The Pirkei D'Rebbi Eliezer (41) says that at Matan
Torah, all Jews who had died until that point were
brought back to life for Matan Torah. Additionally,
Chazal tell us (Shabbos 88b) that when Bnei Yisroel
heard the first Commandment, their souls departed
from their bodies, and had to be returned through the
process of Techiyas Hameisim.
According to the Minchas Chinuch (38), one does not
violate the prohibition of Lo Sachmod if he desires the
items of a gentile. However, other views disagree with
this (see Otzar Meforshei Hatalmud, Baba Metzia 5b
note 97).
When Moshe ascended Har Sinai to receive the Torah,
Hashem changed his appearance to that of Avrohom,
because He knew that the Mal'achim who had been
receipients of Avrohom's kindness would not attempt
to prevent him [or someone who looked like him] from
receiving the Torah (Shmos Rabba 28:1).
There are differences of opinion concerning whether it
is permissible to "Shokel" during Shmoneh Esrei (see
Rama Mi'panu 113; Siddur Ya'aveitz; Rema, Orach
Chaim end of Chapter 48; Mogein Avrohom ibid. 4;
Mishna Berura ibid. 5).
According to the Rabbonon (Sanhedrin 79b), he is
Chayav, while according to Rebbi Shimon, he is
exempt. The Rambam (Hil. Rotzei'ach 4:1) rules in
accordance with Rebbi Shimon.
According to the Midrash (Bemidbar Rabba 7:1), he
does [T 1ax? Ay n1ab 20 12 a7l
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Yisro came to join Bnei Yisroel in the sixth hour of the
day, and the Mon fell at that time in his honor (Midrash
Shocheir Tov 78).

Rabbeinu Bachya (Shmos 19:16) brings from
Rabbeinu Chananel that the thunder and lightning at
Matan Torah were not of natural origins. The source
of the thunder was the singing of the Malachei
Hashareis to Hashem, while the lightning was from
the appearance of the Malachim themselves. The
purpose of the thick cloud was to separate Bnei Yisroel
from the Malachim.

Rabbeinu Bachya in Parshas Ki Seitzei on the Posuk
(7:33 ©™27) “NAR W 2% 0 Py says that the
obligation of the Chosson staying with his Kallah for
the first year after marriage is learned from the fact that
the Shechina remained with Bnei Yisroel for [nearly]
a year at Har Sinai.

NOW AVAILABLE
The sefer 177°nnmM 91 is available for purchase:
e in seforim stores
e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com
e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.
Please be in touch via email.
The sefer 230 X¥» on NMNMY and the set of Torah

Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to

purchase.

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is

only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send
his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
from previous years
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