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"May they multiply [as fish] in the midst of the land."

"May lsrael bless [their children] with you by saying,

"May G-d make you as Efraim and Menashe"..."

The Targum Yonoson explains that when the people
bless the child on the day of his circumcision they should
say "May G-d make you as Efraim and Menashe."

Why did Yaakov bless Efraim and Menashe that they
be as fish in the midst of the land?

The Meforshim explain that while other animals may
be born Tohor, they can become forbidden later on in their
lives because they may become Neveilos or Treifos.
However, concerning a fish, once it is born pure [from a
pure species] it can never become impure.

This is the blessing that Yaakov gave to Efraim and
Menashe: Just as you have come into this world with
purity, so may you lead the rest of your lives free from sin.

And it is for this reason that we wish a newborn baby
on the day of his Bris: 77In% 01> 75 ,n*72% d1DW QWD
0’270 owynt1 1o - Just as he has fulfilled this first
Mitzva of Bris Milah with purity and sanctity, so too may
he enter the other stages of his life with the same Kedusha.
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"With you [as an example] shall Bnei Yisroel bless

[their children], saying, 'May Hashem make you like
Efraim and Menashe ..."

The Targum Yonoson writes that children were given
this Bracha on the day of their Bris.

Why were Menashe and Efraim used as an example
for all future generations, and why do we bless Jewish
children that they should be like Efraim and Menashe?

Hagaon Rav Shlomo Bloch, Z'T'L', explained that
although Efraim and Menashe were the third generation
from Yaakov they were counted among the Shevatim who
were the second generation from Yaakov. Since it is known
that as generations proceed they tend to become weaker
spiritually, the accomplishment of Efraim and Menashe to
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have achieved the status of a previous generation - is most
unique.

It is for this reason that we bless our children that they
be bound to the spiritual greatness of previous generations.

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L'Ma'aseh)

The Shulchan Aruch (O.C. 218), based on the
Gemorah (Brachos 54a) rules that when one passes a place
where a miracle occurred to him, he recites the Bracha of
77T 0Ipma 0107 nwYw”.

The Teshuvos B’tzeil Hachochma (V:62) discusses
whether a survivor of the concentration camps should
recite that Bracha when returning to visit.

He rules that when the survivor returns to visit, he
should look at the entire expanse of the camp and try to
focus on the place that he stood at the time that he was
liberated.

If a few survivors of a death camp are together, they
recite: 7177 0IPMA 001 Y TWYW 77MR *7KA.

If one spent time in a number of camps, when he
comes to one camp he should say: a°01°% qwYW 775K *7xX2
119D [N NP1IYD TINNT AT QPRI

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) s it permissible to wear Tzitzis in a cemetery?

2) May one name a child after someone who preceded
Avrohom Avinu?

3) When Yoseif went to ascend the throne of Egypt, all
of the Egyptian princesses attempted to attract his
attention, but he ignored them. How was he rewarded
for this?

4) Who killed Eisov?

5) How old were Menashe and Efraim when they were
blessed by Yaakov?

6) Which articles of clothing did Yaakov bequeath to
Yoseif?

7) Onwhich day and what time of the day did Yoseif die?

8) According to the simple Peshat, why did Yaakov not
bury Rochel in the Me aras Hamachpeila?
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9)
10)

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

Where were Eisov’s head and body buried?

Which seven people in Sefer Bereishis resembled each
other? (My thanks to Rabbi Eliezer Stern shlita, for
this question).

ANSWERS
It is permissible to wear Tzitzis in a cemetery.
However, they should not be exposed (Orach Chaim
23).
According to the Mabit, one should not name a child
after someone who lived before Avrohom. However,
the Knesses Hagedola, and the Teshuva Mei'ahava
disagree (see Pischei Teshuva Yoreh Deah 265:6).
Yoseif was rewarded for ignoring the Egyptian
princesses, by having descendants - the daughters of
Tzlofchod - who had a section of the Torah written in
their merit (Bereishis Rabba 98:18).
According to various opinions in the Midrash, Eisov
was Kkilled either by Yaakov (Yalkut Shimoni,
Vayishlach 133), by Chushim ben Dan (Sota 13a), or
by Yehuda (Midrash Shocheir Tov 18:32).
22 years old (see Ta’ama D’kra and Lemechaseh
Atik).
The clothing of Adam Harishon (Bereishis Rabba
97:6).
On Shabbos at Mincha time (Zohar 11:156, cited in
Lemechaseh Atik).
Yaakov did not want to be ashamed in front of his
ancestors for having married two sisters. And since he
married Leah first, he buried her in the Me’aras
Hamachpeila (see Ramban 48:7).
According to the Pirkei D’Rebbi Eliezer (39), Eisov’s
head was buried in the Me’aras Hamachpeila while
his body was sent to Har Sei’ir for burial. According

10)

to the Targum Yonoson (50:13), the sons of Eisov

buried their father in the field that was next to the

Me’aras Hamachpeila.

Avrohom, Lot, Eliezer, Yitzchok, Yaakov, Yoseif and

Adam Harishon.

a) Lot resembled Avrohom (Rashi, Bereishis 13:8).

b) Eliezer resembled Avrohom (Bereishis Rabba
59:8).

c) Yitzchok resembled Avrohom (Rashi 25:19).

d) Yaakov resembled Avrohom (Bereishis Rabba
95, Midrash Hagadol, cited in Torah Sheleima
47:8 note 19).

e) Yosef resembled Yaakov who
Avrohom (Rashi 37:2).

f) Yaakov resembled Adam Harishon (Baba Metzia
84a).

resembled

NOW AVAILABLE
The sefer 177°nnmM 91 is available for purchase:
e in seforim stores
e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com
e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.
Please be in touch via email.
The sefer 230 X¥» on NMNMY and the set of Torah

Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is

only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send

his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
from previous years
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