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"And Moshe was 80 years old, and Aharon was 83,
when they spoke to Paroh."

Hagaon Rav Moshe Shternbuch shlita, notes that
Moshe had said, "The days of our years are seventy years,
and if one has great strength - eighty years" (Tehillim 90).
Yet, at the ripe old age of 80 and 83 respectively, Moshe
and Aharon undertook the greatest challenge and
responsibility in history: to serve as G-d's emissaries to
redeem Bnei Yisroel, give them the Torah, and lead them
for forty years in the wilderness.

In secular societies, age is scorned, and when people
grow older they retire [or are retired] from their positions,
and most certainly are not appointed to other responsible
positions. However, in regard to Torah sages, the older they
grow, the more peace of mind and clarity of thought they
acquire. It is for this reason that throughout history, the
elders have been the leaders of Klal Yisroel.

ANXI 137777 DX 753 DX WITIDR YT DX PNRED W PIX 1RV
(2-03: V) “PYX ‘71 °1DM IR DIV * "NYT JPTIVI

"And Moshe said to him [Paroh], 'When | leave the
city I will spread out my hands to Hashem ... And you and
your servants - | know that you do not yet fear Hashem ...""

Rashi explains that Moshe did not pray in the city
because it was filled with idols.

The Ya'alas Chein observes that the Halacha is that an
Akum can nullify his own Avoda Zora, and since Paroh had
stated, "Hashem is righteous and | and my nation are
wicked", it would appear as though he had renounced his
idols, and therefore, it would be permissible for Moshe to
pray even in the city.

It was for this reason that Moshe stated, "I know that
you and your servants do not yet fear Hashem." This being
the case, you have not sincerely renounced your allegiance
to your idols, and therefore it is forbidden for me to pray
within the confines of the city.
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HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L.’Ma’aseh)

The Sefer, Be’eir Chaim on the Rambam (I1:38)
questions whether one who is about to be killed Al Kiddush
Hashem should recite a Shehechiyanu on the Mitzvah.

He suggests that since one must be prepared to give his
life Al Kiddush Hashem every day when he recites Krias
Shema, and his intentions are considered as though he
actually fulfilled the Mitzva on a daily basis, therefore it is
not considered a Mitzva that comes 717 711 and he does
not recite Shehechiyanu.

This could be similar to the fact that we do not recite a
Shehechiyanu on reciting the Hagadah Shel Pesach since
we think about the story and miracles of Yetzias Mitzrayim
on a daily basis when we recite Krias Shema..

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) What was the only way that the Egyptians could obtain
water that was not transformed into blood during the
plague of blood?

2) Which item that was involved with a number of the
Makos was growing in Yisro's garden?

3) What did a Tzfardei'a tell Dovid Hamelech when he
completed writing Sefer Tehillim?

4) What is the Halachic definition of Dever [a plague that
kills people]?

5) When Moshe and Aharon came to Paroh, in which
language did they speak to him?

6) How was Moshe punished for not accepting the mantle
of leadership until the end of seven days?

7) What does a Revi’is of blood have to do with Yetzias
Mitzrayim?

8) Where is Aharon mentioned before Moshe in the same
Posuk?

9) In addition to the Chartumei Paroh, who else threw
down their staffs which became serpents?
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1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

ANSWERS
The only way that the Egyptians could obtain water
during the plague of blood was by purchasing it from
Bnei Yisroel (ibid. 9:10).
According to Pirkei D'Rebbi Eliezer (40), the staff of
Adam Harishon which was passed down to the Avos
and then to Yoseif was planted in Yisro's garden after
Yoseif's death. No one could remove it from there until
Moshe came and uprooted it. This was the staff with
which he performed many of the Makos.
When Dovid Hamelech completed Sefer Tehillim he
was very proud of the accomplishment. A Tzfardei'a
met him and told him: "Do not be too proud, for I sing
greater songs of praise to Hashem, and | offer 3,000
parables for each song" (Yalkut Shimoni, Tehillim
150).
The Halachic definition of Dever [in regard to a
requirement to proclaim a fast in a city] is, when in a
city of 500 people, three people die on three
consecutive days [one person each day]. This ratio
applies to larger cities as well (see Ta'anis 19-22;
Orach Chaim 576:1-3).
Moshe spoke in Loshon Hakodesh while Aharon
spoke in Egyptian (Mechilta D’Rashbi 6:2).
According to the Rokei’ach (6:6), he was punished
by not being allowed to enter the Land of the Seven
Nations, by dying on the seventh day of Adar, and by

7)

8)
9)

being buried in the portion of Gad who was the seventh
Sheivet.

The Mechilta (in the beginning of Va’eira) states that
Hashem said that in the merit of the Revi’is of blood
of Yitzchok that went on the Mizbei ach at the time of
the Akeida, Hashem took his descendants out of Egypt.
In Shmos 6:26 (see Tosefta, end of Kreisus).

Four and five-year-old Egyptian girls as well as the
wife of Paroh (see Shmos Rabba 9:6, Drashos ibn
Sho’iv, cited in Torah Sheleima 7:11 #44).

NOW AVAILABLE
The sefer 177°nnmM 71 is available for purchase:
e in seforim stores
e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com
e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.
Please be in touch via email.
The sefer 230 X¥» on MKW and the set of Torah

Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to

purchase.

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is

only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send
his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
from previous years
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