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“And the Ra'ah, and the Aya, and the Daya according
to their species.”

Chazal say that the Ra'ah is an unclean bird so named
because of its extraordinary eyesight - it can be situated in
Bavel and see a carcass in Eretz Yisroel.

The Ramban writes that all unclean creatures have
undesirable character traits, and therefore the Torah forbids
them to be eaten. What bad trait does this bird possess?

A Godol explained that if this creature has a G-d-given
gift, and it uses it for viewing carcasses and other such
unpleasant sights, particularly in the Holy Land, then it is
most appropriate that it be deemed unclean. The Torah
wants us to look for the good in others and in the world
around us ...

(17:2%) 77131 P17 WYR TIvwa P10KRY 93I0 XY~

“In your own settlements you may not eat the tithes of
your grain ...”

Hagaon Rav Elya Meir Bloch, Z'T'L', the Telsher Rosh
Yeshiva, noted that “Lo Suchal Le'echol ” implies that not
only is it forbidden to eat these foods, but since it is against
the Will of Hashem, one must feel that he is physically
incapable of doing it. This can be likened to a person who
is instructed to jump from a roof but replies, “I cannot do
s0.” The truth is that he can; he just doesn't want to do so.
However, since his logic tells him that he should not do so,
his intellect convinces him that it is a physical
impossibility.

By the same token, a person must train himself to be
so subservient to Hashem that he considers himself
incapable of acting against the commandments of His
Torah.

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L’Ma’aseh)

The Nodah B'yehuda (O.C. I1:9) discusses the
permissibility of leaving a Sefer Torah Posul (invalid) in
the Aron Kodesh, and writes that since the Aronei Kodesh
were made to hold both kosher and Posul Sifrei Torah, it
would be permissible to place an invalid Sefer Torah with
kosher ones in the Aron Kodesh. However, he points out
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that it would be forbidden to do so for another reason - one
may come to read from the Sefer Torah Posul. The
Shulchan Aruch (Y.D. 279:1) rules that a Sefer Torah that
has not been fixed may not be kept for more than thirty
days, after which, if it is not corrected it should be placed
in Geniza.

The Minchas Elazar (I11:52) writes that it is common
practice to leave invalid Sifrei Torah in the Aron Kodesh
for a long time, and we are not concerned that someone
may read from them accidentally, since the custom is to
indicate clearly that the Sifrei Torah are Pesulim by
wrapping the Gartlach on the outside of the Mantlach
(covers) instead of on the inside.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) Is it permissible to feed animals food that is fit for
human consumption?

2) When must a “Pruzbul” be written - at the beginning
of the Shmitta year, or at the conclusion?

3) Are women obligated in the Mitzva of rejoicing on
Yom Tov?

4) Why is Yizkor observed even in Chutz La'aretz on
Shmini Atzeres instead of Simchas Torah? [On the
other Regalim it is observed on the last day of Yom
Tov].

5) If one cut off part of a live fish does the prohibition of
Eiver Min Hachai apply?

6) How many scales must a fish have in order to be
Kosher?

7) Is a person who receives Tzedaka obligated to give
Tzedaka?

8) Which person in Tanach was referred to as 7nwni”?

9) With which creatures is the name of the female also a
woman's name, and the name of the male is a man's
name?

10) What type of bird is referred to in the Torah as ”710%”?

11) Is a Ben Noach permitted to eat the Eiver Min Hachai
of a bird?

12) Does the Mitzva of npivi (gifts given to an Eved Ivri
who concludes his period of servitude) apply to a
person who sold himself into servitude?
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1)

2)

3)

4)

5)
6)

7)
8)

ANSWERS
There are different opinions concerning whether it is
permissible to feed an animal food that is fit for human
consumption. The Machtzis Hashekel is of the opinion
that if there is nothing else available, then it is
permissible to feed it such food (Mishna Berura
171:11).
Most Poskim are of the opinion that the Pruzbul is
written before the conclusion of the Shmitta year. The
Tumim and Shulchan Aruch Harav are of the view that
it is preferable to write one before the end of the sixth
year (see Sefer “Torah Lodaas” Vol. Il, p. 401).
According to Rashi (Kiddushin 34b) and the Rambam
(Hil. Chagiga 1) women are obligated to rejoice on
Yom Tov. The Ra'avad (ibid.) disagrees (see Sha'agas
Aryeh 66).
Since it is customary to give donations in memory of
the deceased during Yizkor, Yizkor is observed on the
day of Yom Tov in which we read from Parshas Re'ei
which concludes with the words: Ish Kematnas Yado -
“Each man according to his wealth ...” Therefore,
Yizkor is observed on Shmini Atzeres in Chutz La'retz
because this is when we read from Parshas Re'ei
(Maharil, Hil. Succos; Levush 490).
Eiver Min Hachai does not apply to fish (Rambam Hil.
Shechita 1:3).
One (Yoreh Deah 63:1). The Rama specifies where
that one scale must be located.
Yes (Yoreh Deah 248:1).
»mwnn”, found in Melochim (II:4:1) referred to

Yehoram ben Achav (see Rashi in the name of Midrash
Tanchuma, Shmos Rabba 31).

9) MDY - MIP¥ 72X - 2%, among others.

10) Only a kosher bird is referred to as 71p% [as well as
71v]. Non-kosher birds are only referred to as M
(Chizkuni, Vayikra 14:4).

11) According to the Rambam (Hil. Melochim 9:11), he is
forbidden to eat it, but it is not a capital offense (see
Ra'avad and Kesef Mishna).

12) There is a Machlokes in the Gemorah (Kiddushin 15a).
The Rambam (Hil. Avodim 3:12) rules that it does not,
while Tosafos (ibid. D'H' Ve'idach) rule that it does.

NOW AVAILABLE

The sefer 177°nnmM 71 is available for purchase:

e in seforim stores

e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com

e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.

Please be in touch via email.

The sefer 270 X¥» on MNnW and the set of Torah
Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is
only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send
his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
from previous years
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