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PARSHAS KORACH
© COPYRIGHT 2024
BY RABBI MATIS BLUM z'L

(X:T0) 7*12 12 AP 12 IR’ 12 AP APV

“And Korach ben Yitzhar ben Kehas ben Leivi began
a rebellion...”

Rashi notes that Korach's lineage is not traced back to
Yaakov because Yaakov had prayed that his name not be
mentioned in connection with Korach's rebellion.

The Hadar Zekeinim deduces from this that one may
flaunt his Yichus only if it will enable him to help and
influence others positively in the performance of Mitzvos
and Avodas Hashem. However, concerning disputes and
discord, one dare not rely on his Yichus and think that he
has special status because of his prominent ancestors.

(R:T0) "I Mp7Y”
“And Korach took ...”
Chazal (Sanhedrin 109) explain these words as
meaning that Korach made a bad purchase for himself.
Hagaon Rav Gavriel Zev Margolis, Z'T'L' interpreted
this according to the words of Chazal who said that Korach
bribed the 250 heads of the Sanhedrin into joining his
rebellion. Thus, the word Vayikach means: “he purchased”
- for he acquired their loyalty through money. However,
this turned out to be a bad deal for everyone involved.

27PRY PRI NTYN DONR PRIV *pPR 97727 °D 0O vYNR”
(°-L:7V) 77112 D2 DDWPIY 1IN 19X DONN

“Is it insignificant to you that Hashem, the G-d of
Israel has separated you from the congregation of Israel to
draw you close to Him ... and you seek Kehuna as well?”

What was Moshe's argument against Korach; isn't it
human nature to desire more than one has?

The Nesivos answers that Chazal say that Leivi was
the smallest of all the tribes because their great
responsibilities in carrying the Aron and in other holy
matters made them susceptible to not fulfilling them
properly, for which they were punished severely. This is
what Moshe told Korach: Hame'at Mikem - you, [the
Levi'im] already are the smallest of the tribes because
Hashem has separated you for the holy responsibilities of
serving Him and He deals with you very strictly. If so, why

w"N17 NNAT 122 W1A17 NP1 N2 N2 NN

w7077 N27T N2 9N NDYD
w7077 NP2 XD N2 NN Y

do you seek the Kehuna which entails even more
responsibilities - and more danger?

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L.'Ma'aseh)

The Rambam (Hil. Ma'aseir 1:17) and the Shulchan
Aruch (Y.D. 331) rule that if one separated Teruma and
Ma'aseir one after the other with no interruption between
them, he may recite one Bracha: 9wym1 7190 w>1pa% 172pX.

Based on this, many Poskim rule that one can include
the Mitzvos of Eiruvei Tavshilin and Eiruvei Chatzeiros in
one Bracha: 121°wn %¥ 177apx or PP wan n1gn "2y Yy
(see Mateh Efraim 581, M.B. 366:79, Sha'arei Teshuva,
0.C. 527, Chayei Adam 101).

Hagaon Rav Shlomo Kluger, Z'T'L' (Teshuvos
U'vacharta Bachaim 124) distinguishes between Trumos
and Ma'asros - which both come to permit eating the food
that they were separated from - and Eiruvei Chatzeiros and
Eiruvei Tavshilin, which are two independent Mitzvos that
cannot be included in one Bracha.

Also see Teshuvos HaRivash (364), Beis Efraim (O.C.
4) and Yad Eliyahu (Rogler, 11).

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) Who was Doson married to?

2) May one designate more than one fortieth of his crops
as Teruma?

3) How is it possible for one man to be obligated to recite
the Bracha on a Pidyon Haben twice in his life?

4) When Aharon's staff was saved for posterity, did the
flowers and almonds remain on it?

5) How did Korach become wealthy?

6) From where did the staffs of the Nesi’im come?

7) Which two people, mentioned in this week’s Parsha,
had worms coming from their tents?

8) When the earth opened to swallow the congregation of
Korach, what happened to the sons of Korach?

9) Which Bracha that begins with 771 inX 7172” has [at
least] 112 words?

10) For which type of Pidyon (redemption) does one trans-

* 4 * 7799N NP ‘9 - NYTY 1IN



gress a negative prohibition?

11) Was it permissible for a Yisroel to play the musical

instruments in the Beis Hamikdash?

12) Who encouraged Korach to proceed with his

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Machlokes by telling him that Shmuel was going to be
descended from him?

ANSWERS
According to one interpretation of the Midrash
(Shemos Rabba 1:29), Doson was married to Shlomis
bas Divri (see, however, Yalkut Shimoni Parshas
Emor 657 that says that she was married to Dan's
grandson).
According to Rabbi Akiva and Rabbi Tarfon, one may
separate more than one fortieth of his crops as Teruma,
as long as he leaves a small portion for himself
(Terumos 4:5, Rambam Hil. Terumos 3:5).
If a man marries twice, each time to a woman who had
no children previously, and he has a firstborn son from
each, he makes a Pidyon Haben for each, and a Bracha
for each (see Yoreh Deah 305:27).
The flowers and almonds remained on Aharon's staff
when it was saved for posterity (Yoma 52b).
Korach found one (according to the Gemorah in
Sanhedrin 110a) or two (according to the Targum
Yonoson 16:19) of the treasure troves that Yoseif had
hidden.
According to the Midrash (Bemidbar Rabba 18:23)
Moshe took a large beam of wood and cut it into
twelve pieces.
After Dosson and Aviram left over Mon so that they
could say that they gathered it on Shabbos, the Mon
became infested with worms, and swarms of worms

*5* 770N 0’

8)

9)

left their tents and went to the tents of the rest of Bnei
Yisroel (Midrash Tanchuma, Tetzaveh 11).
According to the Gemorah (Sanhedrin 110a) Hashem
prepared a high place for them in Gehinom, and they
did not die. According to the Midrash Shocheir Tov,
the earth under them did not collapse, and it appeared
as though they were standing on three pillars.
According to the Sefer Hachinuch (393), after reciting
the Bracha on the wine at a Pidyon Haben, the Kohein
then recites a very long Bracha.

10) If one redeems the firstborn of a ML AMA2, he has

violated a Lav (see Chinuch 393).

11) Yes (Rambam, Hil. Klei Hamikdash 3:3).
12) His wife (see Rokei'ach on Bemidbar 16:3).
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