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(T: 1) 79IR2 NI %2 DIR 77INT DRT”

“This is the law [Torah] of a man who dies in a tent ...”

Chazal deduce from this verse that the Torah exists
only in a person who kills himself for its sake (Brachos 63).

The obvious question is: If he Kkills himself, how will
it continue to exist?

Hagaon Reb Meir Shapiro, Z'T'L', explained that
Chazal are referring to Chinuch of children. If one
sacrifices his life to raise his children in the ways of Torah
then he can be assured that the Torah will continue to exist
in him through his descendants.

(T9:X3) 7T12WN IR DYWINT 1INR 13 Yy

“Therefore the rulers say, ‘Come to Cheshbon’ ...”

Chazal (Baba Basra 78b) say: Ha'moshlim - these are
the ones who control their evil inclinations. Bo'u Cheshbon
- come and let us calculate the computations of the world.

Hagaon Rav Meir Chodosh, Z'T'L’, asked: if those who
already control their inclinations wish to inspire others to
make a Cheshbon Hanefesh, why do they say, “Let us
calculate” instead of, “go and calculate™?

The answer is that a Cheshbon Hanefesh and the need
for Mussar and self-introspection is endless, and even those
who already control their evil inclinations must still make
the Cheshbono Shel Olam.

This is what Rav Moshe Chaim Luzzato, Z'T'L', writes
in the introduction to the Mesilas Yeshorim: | decided to
author this work to teach myself and to remind others ...

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L’Ma’aseh)

The Rema (Y.D. 364) cites two opinions concerning
whether it is permissible to sit on a grave.

The Halacha follows the stricter opinion because a
Kever is 11X1712 70K, and because it is considered a 71712.

Some ask from the Gemorah (Sanhedrin 71a) in which
Rabbi Yonoson states that he saw a Ben Soreir U'moreh and
sat on his grave. How was he permitted to sit on his grave?
(see Gilyon Hashas on Sanhedrin 71a, Teshuvos Yad
Eliyahu 94, and others).

One answer is that 773p ¥ *naw~” means “near his

W n17 NN2AT122T) w1117 NP1 N2 N2 NN

W”077 N1127 N2 9N XDyn
w7077 NP1 XD N2 NN Y

grave” and not “on his grave” (Vayitzbor Yoseif 75,
Afarkasta D'anya, Y.D. 111:229). This also explains how
Rabbi Yonoson, who was a Kohein (see Rashi, B.M. 90b)
was able to sit there.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) Give two examples of where it is customary to
commemorate an incident on the day of the week
rather than the date of the month on which it occurred.

2) Which person, mentioned only by title in this week's
Sedra, is mentioned by name in Parshas Vayishlach?

3) Whose staff did Moshe use to strike the rock?

4) Can a child become impure through contact with a
corpse?

5) When the water flowed from the rock that Moshe
struck, who was washed away?

6) Which two lepers are mentioned in this week’s Sidra?

7) When Moshe hit the rock the first time what flowed
from the rock?

8) When Moshe struck the rock that produced the water,
what happened to the other rocks in the desert?

9) Is there a maximum age for a Para Aduma?

10) When were the laws of Para Aduma first given, and
when was the first Para Aduma prepared?

11) Where do we see from this week's Parsha that one may
drink before giving his animals to drink?

12) Who hired Bilam to curse his enemy before Balak did?

13) How did people worship the Avoda Zara of Kemosh
[(13: RJ) “WIn3 QY NTAR”]?

ANSWERS

1) Two incidents that are commemorated on the day of
the week, rather than the day of the month on which
they occurred are: Shabbos Hagadol (see Bach, Taz,
Mogein Avrohom, Orach Chaim 430), and the fast of
Erev Parshas Chukas (see Shilbolei Haleket 263, and
Mogein Avrohom at the end of Siman 580).

2) According to the Sefer Hayashar, the king of Edom
who refused Bnei Yisroel passage through the land,
was Hadad ben Bidad, mentioned at the end of Parshas
Vayishlach. Interestingly, he was the same one who
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3)
4)

5)

6)
7)
8)

10)

11)

had joined Mo'av to fight Midyan.

Moshe struck the rock with Aharon's staff (Chizkuni
20:8).

A child can become impure through contact with a
corpse (Rambam, Hil. Tum'as Meis 1:14).

When the water flowed from the rock that Moshe
struck, those who had complained were washed away
(>”W1 012 R ,1YPAY 0N NYRW BV 7w onni o).
Es and Heiv (Bemidbar 21:4, Brachos 54b).

Blood (Targum Yonoson 20:11).

They split (Ba’al Haturim 20:11).

No. However, it was better to use it sooner rather than
later, to be certain that it does not grow any black hairs
that would disqualify it (Rambam, Hil. Para Aduma
1:1).

The laws of Para Aduma were given on Rosh Chodesh
Nissan, and the first Para Aduma was burned on the
second day of Nissan, the second year after Yetzias
Mitzrayim (Gittin 60b, Rashi D”H U’parshas Para
Aduma). [Rashi (Shmos 15:25) writes that the laws of
Para Aduma were given at Mara. The Meforshim
question Rashi’s source for this.]

The Sefer Chassidim (531) cites the Posuk "And you
shall give the congregation and their animals to drink"
(Bemidbar 20:8) as the source that one may drink
before giving his animals to drink. Also see Mogein

Avrohom (167) and Teshuvos K'sav Sofer (O.C. 32)
who prove this from the words of Rivka to Eliezer who
told him to drink, and then she told him that she would
draw water for his camels (Bereishis 24:18-19).

12) Sichon hired him to curse Mo'av (Tanchuma, Balak 6).
13) They removed all of their hair (Midrash Hagadol,

Shmos 20:5, Devorim 5:9; Rambam, Sefer Hamitzvos,
Lo Sa'aseh 6).
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