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(2:33) 77131 MDY 72 PY2 XYY

“And Balak ben Tzippor saw ...”

When the Torah introduces us to Balak, why doesn't it
mention that he was the king of Moav; why does it wait for
the third verse of the Parsha to state this?

Hagaon Rav Chaim Soloveitchik, Z'T'L", explains that
the verses in the beginning of the Parsha allude to how
Balak ascended the throne of Moav: “Balak ben Tzippor
saw what Yisroel had done to the Emori.” Balak perceived
a threat to Moav from Bnei Yisroel, and he instilled fear
into the Moavites. [“And Moav was very much afraid of
the nation ...”]. Once Balak alerted the people to the
potential threat of Bnei Yisroel, they rallied around him
and appointed him as their king. “And Balak ben Tzippor
was the king of Moav at that time”].

It is interesting to note that throughout history many
demagogues and tyrants have risen to power by blaming
the Jews for their nation's woes and uniting the people
around them when they promise to destroy Bnei Yisroel.

(0:33) 7aWNNY X 0”331 1OW? 772° Oy 1

“Behold it is a nation that dwells alone and is not
counted among the other nations.”

The Beis Haleivi noted that Bilam realized that Klal
Yisroel can only exist as a nation if they do not assimilate
with the other nations. “Behold it is a nation alone” - only
then it will continue to dwell and exist. However,
Uvagoyim - if it attempts to become like the other nations,
Lo Yis chashav - it will not be counted. When Jews attempt
to become like the Umos Ha'olam they do not gain respect
in the eyes of the Gentiles. To the contrary, they are looked
down upon and reviled.

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L’Ma’aseh)

The Mogein Avrohom (239) writes that women are
exempt from Krias Shema Al Hamita since it is only said
at night, it is considered a positive time-bound Mitzva.

The Elya Rabba and Pri Megodim maintain that since
the purpose of Krias Shema Al Hamita is for Shmira

W n17 NNAT122T) W1A77 NP1 N2 N2 NN

W”077 N127 N2 9N XDyn
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(protection), women are in need of Shmira as much as men
and therefore they are obligated to recite it.

The Mishna Berura (239) in the Sha'ar Hatziyun (16)
cites the Pri Megodim who writes that the custom is that
women recite Krias Shema Al Hamita and Hamapil.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) Where do you find in Sefer Bereishis that Midyan and
Moav hated each other?

2) Name Bilam's two sons.

3) Where is Padan [Aram] (Lovon's hometown) referred
to in this week's Parsha?

4) Where is Bilam alluded to concerning Makas Barad?

5) Other than Balak, who hired Bilam to curse another
nation?

6) What were Bnei Yisroel doing at the time that Zimri
was sinning?

7) How many miracles took place when Pinchas killed
Zimri and Kozbi?

8) Which person mentioned in this week's Parsha was the
king of Edom?

9) What quality did Bilam share with Yoseif?

10) Instead of threatening to kill his Ason with a sword,
why didn't Bilam simply curse her?

11) Where are Constantinople (Istanbul) and Rome hinted
to in the Brachos of Bilam?

12) What happened to the two youths who accompanied
Bilam?

13) What gift did Bilam receive from Yaakov? Why?

ANSWERS

1) Rashi, in the end of Parshas Vayishlach (36:35) notes
that the king of Edom joined Moav to wage war
against Midyan. From here we see that Midyan and
Moav were always enemies, but nevertheless, during
the time of Bilam they made peace to curse Bnei
Yisroel.

2) Bilam's two sons were Yanus and Yambrus (Yalkut
Shimoni Shmos 168).

3) Pesor was Padan [Aram] (Targum Yonoson 22:5).
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4)

5)
6)
7)

8)

9

10)

11)

12)

Bilam was the one who left his servants and cattle in
the field during Makas Barad (Targum Yonoson,
Shmos 9:21).

Sichon hired Bilam and his father to curse Moav
(Bemidbar Rabba 19:30).

They were crying and reciting Kri’as Shema (Targum
Yonoson 25:6).

According to the Targum Yonoson (25:8), twelve
miracles took place.

According to the Panei'ach Raza (22:5), Bilam ben
Be'or was Bela ben Be'or (Bereishis 31:32), the first
king of Edom. The name of his city - 7i2m7~ alludes
to 7% mAnonn man’ 17 - the decree promulgated by
Bilam against Bnei Yisroel when he served as an
advisor to Paroh (see Sota 11a).

The ability to interpret dreams (Targum Yonoson
22:5, Bemidbar Rabba 20:7, Panei'ach Raza).
According to the Panei'ach Raza, (22:29), if Bilam
would have used his one opportunity to curse, he
wouldn't have been able to curse Bnei Yisroel.
Alternatively, it is possible that that particular time
wasn't a time of anger of Hashem.

In the words: (72:72) “@°n> 7°m o°%1” - see Targum
Yonoson.

The two youths - Yanis and Yamrus (see Targum
Yonoson 22:22) were killed by the Malach (Panei‘ach
Raza 22:33).

13) According to the Midrash Agadah (cited in Torah
Sheleima 22:21 #125), Bilam's Ason was created
during twilight of Erev Shabbos Bereishis, and was
obtained by Yaakov who gave it to Bilam on condition
that he not advise Paroh to harm Bnei Yisroel. Bilam
took the Ason, and still gave harmful advice to Paroh
concerning the quota of bricks that Bnei Yisroel were
responsible to produce.

NOW AVAILABLE

The sefer 177°nnnM 91 is available for purchase:

e in seforim stores

e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com

e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.

Please be in touch via email.

The sefer 290 Xxm on PMINMW and the set of Torah
Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is
only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send
his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
from previous years
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