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“You should turn [to follow] the majority.”

Hagaon Rav Elchonon Wasserman, Z'T'L', wrote (in
Koveitz Ma'amarim) that Hagaon Rav Yehonoson
Eibeschitz, Z'T'L', was once asked by an Eino Yehudi:
“Your Torah commands you to follow the majority. If this
is so, then the Jewish people should accept the beliefs of
the non-Jews who are the overwhelming majority. Why do
you refuse to do so?”

Rav Yehonoson Eibeschitz replied: “We are
commanded to follow the majority only in cases of doubt.
However where there is no doubt, there is no need to look
at the majority view. Therefore, since we are firm in our
convictions and have no questions concerning our faith,
there is no need to look at what the majority of other
nations does or says.”

(779:33) 7°1°1 DRI A% IR 71217

“And He will bless your bread and your water ...”

A story is told about Hagaon Rav Chaim
Soloveitchick, Z'T'L', who assembled a group of prominent
Rabbonim to discuss ways to ease the financial plight of
certain Jews, and in particular to see to it that they receive
enough food.

One of the Rabbonim interrupted the proceeding by
asking: “Why are we only concerned about their physical
well-being - we should be worried about obtaining Tefillin
and other religious articles for them ...”

Reb Chaim replied, “While that is a truly important
matter, an entire community can fulfill their obligation of
Tefillin with one shared pair. However, they cannot fill
their stomachs with one loaf of bread ...”

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L’Ma’aseh)

In a situation in which a forbidden food fell into sixty
times as much permissible food, and it is DwWwa Y3, is it
appropriate to be Machmir and not eat it?

The Issur V'heter (Klal 57, cited in Pis'chei Teshuva,
Y.D. 116:7) and the Pri To'ar (102:1) rule that one is
permitted to be Machmir.

TORAF
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The Toras Ha'oshom (Klal 77:2) writes that one who
is Machmir on something that we do not find the Amora'im
being Machmir on, such as something that was o*wwa b2,
is displaying a level of Apikorsus, and the harm outweighs
the benefit (1705772 170w X¥Y).

The Bnei Yisos'char (Ma'amarei Chodesh Adar,
Ma'amar 2 Drush 7, cited in Darkei Teshuva, Y.D. 116) also
rules that it is forbidden to be Machmir in such a situation.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) If an ox gores an Akum, is it stoned? If it gores three
Akum, does it become a Mu'ad?

2) s it permissible to kill a thief who comes into one's
home during the daytime?

3) If a Kohein sees a lost article in a cemetary, may he
defile himself to be able to perform the Mitzva of
Hashavas Aveida?

4) What is a Kesuba D'Irkisa?

5) In a situation where a piece of dry non-kosher meat
was Bateil in two pieces of dry Kosher meat, is one
person permitted to eat all three pieces?

6) What physical rewards did Bnei Yisrael receive for
answering “Na’aseh V'nishma’?

7) When was the Mitzva of Shilu’ach Avodim given to
Bnei Yisrael?

8) Which Malach did Hashem promise to send to go
before Bnei Yisrael?

9) When Rav Yosef Karo wrote the Shulchan Aruch, how
often did he expect people to review it?

10) From which nation were the people able to transform
themselves into animals through Kishuf?

11) Why didn't the Torah specify the specific death
penalty that was meted out to a Mechasheif?

12) Based on the juxtaposition of which two Pesukim in
this week's Sidra did Yosef's brothers attempt to harm
him?

13) What was the connection between the 9°507 niab
mentioned in this week's Sidra (24:10) and Mesu-
shelach?

14) Is there a Mitzvah to lend money to a Jop1 LW WIN?
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3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

ANSWERS
If an ox gores an Akum, it is not stoned. If it gores three
Akum it becomes a Mu'ad (Rambam, Hil. Nizkei
Momon 10:1-2).
According to the Rambam (Hil. Geneiva 9:8) it is
permissible to kill a thief who comes into one's home
during the daytime. The Ra'avad disagrees, because
the fact that he came during the daytime, when the
homeowner is usually away shows that he did not wish
to harm him. Thus, since he is not a Rodeif, he may not
be killed.
A Kohein may not defile himself by taking a lost
article which he sees in a cemetary in order to be able
to return it to its rightful owner (see Rambam Hil.
Geneiva V'Aveida 11:18).
A Kesuba D'lrkisa is a replacement for a Kesuba
which was lost. It has a special text (see Tur, Even
Ho'ezer 66).
There is a dispute among the Rishonim concerning
whether one person may eat a mixture in which one
non-kosher item of food was nullified in two kosher
items of food (see Rosh, Chullin VII:27; Tur Yoreh
Deah 109). Some say that he may eat them separately
but not at one time, and others forbid him from eating
all three even if he eats them at different times (see
Shulchan Aruch ibid. 109:1).
They became free from the Malach Hamaves (Vayikra
Rabba 18:3) and were healed from all of their
infirmities (ibid. 18:4).
While they were still in Mitzrayim (Yerushalmi Rosh
Hashana 3:5). According to the Meshech Chochma
(Shmos 6:13) there were wealthy Jews in Mitzrayim
who owned Jewish servants, and were commanded to
free them.
Micho'el (Midrash Aggadah, cited in Torah Sheleima,
Shmos 23 #297).
He divided it into 30 sections so that people would be
able to review it every thirty days (see S'ma, Choshen
Mishpat 43:53, and Shach ibid. 43:48).

10) Amaleik (Ba'al Haturim 22:17, Moshav Zekeinim

17:8).

11) If a specific form of execution would be mandated for

a Mechasheif (or a Mechasheifa), he might be able to

save himself through Kishuf. Therefore the Torah does
not specify the manner of execution to teach us that he
can be executed in any way possible (Hadar Zekeinim
22:17). Also, see Sanhedrin (17a) that mentions that
there were experts in Kishuf on the Sanhedrin who
were able to kill Mechashfim.

12) The Pesukim concerning throwing Treifa meat to the
dogs and the prohibition of speaking Loshon Hora are
juxtaposed to teach us that one who speaks Loshon
Hora deserves to be cast to the dogs (see Pesachim
118a). Therefore, the brothers of Yoseif sent dogs to
attack him for having spoken Loshon Hora (Rokei‘ach
Breishis 37:10).

13) Rochel, the daughter of the son of Mesushelach gave
birth while she and her husband were working with
Bnei Yisroel in Mitzrayim, and the baby ended up in a
brick. Her anguished cries reached the Heavenly
throne, and Micho'el came down and took the brick
and placed it under the feet of Hashem, Kevayochol.
The Chizkuni (24:10) explains: ~7°p071 n13% nwynd”
N9 1DWH WYY -

14) According to the Minchas Chinuch (67:4), one is not
obligated to lend to a Cheresh and Shoteh since they
are not obligated to pay back. It is questionable
whether one is obligated to lend to a Koton.

NOW AVAILABLE

The sefer 177°nnmM 91 is available for purchase:

e in seforim stores

e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com

e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.

Please be in touch via email.

The sefer 230 X¥» on MNnWw and the set of Torah
Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is
only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send
his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
from previous years
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