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“Be perfect with Hashem, your G-d.”

The Chofetz Chaim, Z'T'L', pointed out that being
“perfect” implies strict adherence to Mitzvos that are
between man and his Creator, as well as those that are
between man and his fellow man. One who concentrates on
only one type of Mitzva, and neglects the other type, can
be likened to a simple farmer who went to the big city to
purchase an Esrog for his son-in-law who was a Talmid
Chochom. When he returned with a beautiful Esrog which
he paid a large sum of money for, he showed it off to his
neighbor. The neighbor was very impressed with it and
begged him to sell him half of it. The farmer agreed, cut it
in half, and gave it to him.

When the farmer proudly presented the Esrog half to
his son-in-law, the son-in-law was understandably
perturbed. “Why are you so upset?” asked the farmer, “I
showed this to some prominent rabbis in the city, and they
all agreed that it was an exceptionally beautiful Esrog.”

The son-in-law sighed, “l wish that you would have
bought me an ordinary Kosher Esrog, as long as it would
be whole, rather than half of a perfect one ...”

The same is true, concluded the Chofetz Chaim, with
people who place all their emphasis on one form of
Mitzvos. As perfect as they are, they are still only fulfilling
half of their obligations.

(R:v) 77131 72 2720 o™y whw”

“You shall set aside three cities [of refuge] ...”

The Torah commands us to designate cities of refuge
when we enter Eretz Yisroel. It also instructs us to set up
additional Arei Miklat in the event that the borders of Eretz
Yisroel are expanded.

Hagaon Rav Shimshon Refoel Hirsch, Z'T'L'", observed
that with the expansion of the boundaries of Eretz Yisroel,
it is incumbent upon the people to lay as the foundation of
the new settlements the sanctity of human life. The
recognition of this sanctity is the raison d'etre of any
society, and the spilling of blood by an individual is
considered the responsibility of society as a whole.
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HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L’Ma’aseh)

There is a discussion among the Poskim concerning
whether Shluchei Mitzva are obligated in Tefillas Haderech.

The Teshuvos Leiv Yehuda writes that since Chazal
tell us that Shluchei Mitzva are not harmed (Pesachim 8), it
is not necessary to recite Tefillas Haderech.

Others maintain that since all roads are B'chezkas
Sakana, even Shluchei Mitzva are in danger of being
harmed, and therefore, should recite Tefillas Haderech (see
Ahalcha Ba'amitecha 9 note 12, who concludes that they
should recite Tefillas Haderech).

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) Does the prohibition of Bal Tashchis apply even to a
fruit tree that has no owner?

2) How is it possible for a person to be Chayov Misa for
telling another person something which was told to a
third person?

3) Isan Asheira a specific type of tree?

4) How did the Egla Arufa help to locate the murderer?

5) Was it permissible for a layman to read from the
special Sefer Torah of the king?

6) Where is there an allusion in the Torah to the
prohibition of Ga’ava [haughtiness]?

7) May anyone other than the king read from the special
Sefer of the Melech?

8) Which room in the Beis Hamikdash was named for a
Mechasheif?

9) May a king be appointed from a tribe other than
Yehuda?

10) Can a king marry the widow of another king?

11) To how many people did David Hamelech confer
Smicha on one day?

12) What is the Matzeiva that the Torah prohibits?

13) If two witnesses testify that a particular food is
forbidden, and someone knows with certainty that it is
permissible, may he eat it in private?

14) Which one woman can cause many men to return from
war?
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15) How can a Mezuza be the cause of a man to return
from war?

16) Ifabody is found in Chutz La'aretz and the closest city
is in Eretz Yisroel, does that city bring an Egla Arufa?

ANSWERS

1) According to the Shulchan Aruch Horav (Hil. Shmiras
Haguf V'hanefesh), the prohibition of Bal Tashchis
applies even to a fruit tree that has no owner. The
Nodah B'Yehuda (Tinyana, Yoreh Deah 9) maintains
that if no person suffers a loss, the prohibition does not
apply.

2) If aprophet relates a prophecy that was told to another
prophet, he is Chayav Misa (Sanhedrin 89a; Rashi
Devorim 18:20).

3) Any tree that was planted with intent to be worshipped
is considered an Asheira (Eruvin 79b, Rambam Hil.
Avodas Kochavim 8:3).

4) The Targum Yonoson (Devorim 21:8) writes that a
swarm of worms would leave the Egla Arufa and go
straight to the murderer.

5) The Minchas Chinuch (503) quotes a Tosefta in
Sanhedrin (4:4) that states that a layman may not read
from the special Sefer Torah of the king.

6) In the words (2:7°) 71°nxm 122 411 °nv2%” (Ramban;
Rabbeinu Yona, Sha’arei Teshuva 3:34).

7) No (Tosefta Sanhedrin 4:4)

8) mMIpn nowY (Rambam, Peirush Hamishnayos Midos
5:3)

9) Yes - if he follows the Torah (Rambam, Hilchos
Melochim 1:8, see Ra’avad ibid. 9).

10) No (Rambam, Hilchos Melochim 2:2).

11) 30,000 (Rambam, Hilchos Sanhedrin 4:7).

12) According to Rashi (Devorim 16:22) it is a large stone
upon which sacrifices were brought. According to the
Rambam and the Chinuch (493) it is a high structure
made of stones and sand.

13) Only in a case of great necessity (Bechor Shor,
Yevomos 87b, Tevu'os Shor siman 1; Pri Megodim,
Pesicha to Hil. Shechita; Chochmas Shlomo, Y.D. end
of chap. 1).

14) If aman dies with no children, all of his brothers return
from war because of the Shomeres Yavam (Rambam,
Hil. Melachim 7:7).

15) If one built a house but did not affix a Mezuza, he
returns from war (see Targum Yonason 20:5).

16) No (Hagaon Rav Chaim Kaneivsky ZT”L, in Nachal
Eison 1:5).

NOW AVAILABLE

The sefer 177°nnmM 91 is available for purchase:

e in seforim stores

e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com

e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.

Please be in touch via email.

The sefer 270 X¥» on MNnWw and the set of Torah
Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is
only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send
his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
from previous years
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