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“You shall not deceive your neighbor ...”

The Chofetz Chaim, Z'T'L’, often remarked: People say
that every fool considers himself wise. The converse is also
true - every wise person realizes his failings and
understands how much wisdom he is lacking.

The Chofetz Chaim would interpret the afore-
mentioned verse in a humorous vein: “You shall not
deceive your neighbor”. The word Es usually comes to
include something that is not explicitly mentioned in the
Posuk. What does the Es in this verse add? That one is
prohibited to deceive himself! ...
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“The land shall not be sold permanently, for it belongs
to Me ...”

Hagaon Rav Yeruchom Levovitz, Z'T'L', the Mirrer
Mashgiach, explained that the purpose of Shemitta is to
inspire people to realize the transient nature of their sojourn
in this world, and that no physical possessions of theirs
truly belong to them.

A story is told about Hagaon Rav Chaim Volozhin,
Z'T'L', who served as a judge in a case in which the two
litigants claimed ownership over a piece of land, and both
were unwilling to compromise at all.

Before rendering a decision, Reb Chaim asked to be
brought to the land that they were arguing over. Upon
arriving there, Reb Chaim bent down and placed his ear
near the ground as though he were listening to voices
coming from the earth. To the surprise of those present, he
said, “Upon seeing that each side claims complete
ownership of the land, | decided to hear what the ground
has to say for itself. | heard it saying, 'What purpose is there
in quarreling; don't they realize that in the end both will
belong to me?™”
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“And I will give peace in the land, and you shall lie
down, and not be afraid ...”

There was once a bitter controversy between two
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groups of Jews with each side printing articles attacking its
opponent and attempting to bring proof from Gedolim of
previous generations, that its manner of Avodas Hashem
was the proper one.

Hagaon Rav Yoseif Shaul Natanson, Z'T'L’, said: | now
understand the Posuk: Gedolim can leave this world and
not be afraid of being disturbed. However, if there is
controversy, even after the Gedolim leave this world, they
will not be able to rest in peace, because they will be called
back to become involved in disagreements.

(0:12) 7733 JORMN NPT DRV

“And if you despise My precepts ...”

The Chofetz Chaim, Z'T'L', in the Bei'ur Halacha
(Orach Chaim 428) decries the practice of certain people
who leave the Shul before the reading of the Tochacha
[admonitions in Parshiyos Bechukosai and Ki Sovo]. He
offers an interesting parable: A certain person was warned
by his acquaintances not to travel on a particular path,
which was full of ditches, traps, and other hazards. The
man responded, “I'm not afraid of the dangers, because I
have a thick blindfold, which I plan on using; it will prevent
me from seeing any obstacles. That way, even in the event
that | do stumble and injure myself, chalila, people will not
make fun of me, because I will have a good excuse - | was
blindfolded!”

The Chofetz Chaim observed: Can there be any greater
insanity than this attitude? To the contrary - the more
tightly he covers his eyes, the greater are his chances of
risking injury, and the more foolish he is perceived to be
by others ...

The same is true concerning listening to the Tochacha:
It is difficult enough to follow the Torah when one listens
to words of admonition. How much more difficult is it
when one ignores the Tochacha?

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L.’Ma’aseh)
Rashi (25:14), quoting the Torah Kohanim, writes that
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one should purchase from a Yisroel rather than from a
Nochri.

The Rama (Teshuva 9) and the Tashbeitz (111:151)
write that one should purchase from a Yisroel even if the
cost is much greater (72197 T057).

The Sha'ar Hamishpat (Choshen Mishpat 97:1)
permits purchasing from a Nochri if he would incur a 7057
172197 by buying from a Yisroel.

The Chofetz Chaim in Ahavas Chesed (5:6) says that
one need purchase from a Yisroel only if there is a small
price difference. [Some bring in the name of Hagaon Rav
S.Y. Elyashiv Z'T'L', that if the Nochri charges up to 3%
less, one should purchase from the Yisroel].

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) Where is the Mitzva of Shmitta first mentioned in the
Torah?

2) When does Yoveil begin - on Rosh Hashana or Yom
Kippur?

3) Do individuals blow the Shofar on Yom Kippur of
Yoveil?

4) Does Yoveil cancel debts?

5) At what point in history did Yovlos cease to be
observed?

6) Does the prohibition of Even Maskis apply to a brick
floor?

7) Does Shmitta apply in Eiver Hayardein?

8) May one feed fruits of Shevi'is that are suitable for
human consumption to an animal?

9) How is it possible for a perfectly healthy man of 35 to
have no Eirech?

10) Which Tochocho is considered more severe: the one in
Parshas Bechukosai or the one in Parshas Ki Sovo?

11) What do the two Tochachos in the Torah represent?

12) Does an Akum have an Eirech?

13) Do Kohanim and Leviim have to give Ma'aseir
Beheima?

14) What will the height of people be if they follow the
Chukim and Mitzvos of the Torah?

15) Has one violated Shemitta if he places seeds in the
ground and removed them before they take root?

16) When did the Beis Din Hagadol count the years of
Shemitta?

17) Did the Beis Din Hagadol recite a Bracha before
counting the years of Shemitta?

18) Is there a Mitzva of hearing the Tekias Shofar on Yom
Kippur of Yoveil that is incumbent on all of Bnei
Yisroel?

19) Does the Mitzva of blowing Shofar on Yom Kippur of
Yoveil apply even in Chutz La'aretz?

20) If someone has exactly one Kezayis of Matza on the
night of Pesach and his friend has nothing, is he
obligated to share his Kezayis with his friend?

21) Does the Mitzva of 12 qwyn apply to an animal that
was purchased, received as a gift, or rendered Hefkeir?

ANSWERS

1) The Mitzva of Shmitta is first mentioned in Parshas
Mishpatim (Shmos 23:1011).

2) Yoveil begins on Rosh Hashana (Rosh Hashana 2a).

3) After Beis Din blows the Shofar on Yom Kippur of
Yoveil, individuals do (Rambam, Hil. Shmitta
V'Yoveil 10:6).

4) Yoveil does not cancel debts (ibid. 9:9).

5) Yoveil ceased to be observed when the tribes of
Reuvein, Gad and half of Menashe were exiled (ibid.

10:9).

6) No (M.B. 131:4 in name of Mogein Avrohom and
others).

7) Only Mi'derabbonon (Rambam, Hil. Shmitta V'Y oveil
4:28).

8) No (ibid. 5:5).

9) A perfectly healthy man of 35 can have no Eirech if he
was sentenced to be executed (Rambam, Hil. Arachim
1:13).

10) The Tochacha in Parshas Bechukosai is more severe
(see Rashi, Devorim 28:23).

11) According to the Ramban (26:16), the Tochacha in
Bechukosai refers to the destruction of the first Beis
Hamikdash, while the Tochacha in Ki Sovo alludes to
the destruction of the second Beis Hamikdash.

12) An Akum has an Eirech (Rambam, Hil. Arachin 1:6).

13) Kohanim and Leviiim are obligated in Ma'aseir
Beheima (Rambam, Hil. Bechoros 6:3).

14) Either 100 or 200 Amos (Baba Basra 75a).

15) Yes (Minchas Chinuch 326:2)

16) On Rosh Hashana in the beginning of the night
(Ra’avad, in commentary to Toras Kohanim, Parshas
Behar).

17) There are a number of opinions:

a) Yes (Ra’avad, ibid.);
b) No (Chizkuni, Panei’ach Raza, Parshas Behar);
c¢) Maybe (Tosafos, Menachos 65b, D.H. U'sefartem).

18) Yes (Minchas Chinuch 331).

19) No, since the Torah specifies: "You shall blow the
Shofar throughout your land" (ibid.).

20) According to the Sha'arei Teshuva (O.C. 482:2) he is
not obligated to do so since 77 7>n”. However, the
Acharonim discuss what one who has an extra Kezayis
of Matza should do if there are two people who need
to be Yotzei - whether he should give it all to one
person or give each person a half.

21) No (see Bechoros 56a, and Minchas Chinuch 360:6).

Due to many practical considerations, Torah Lodaas is
only available through e-mail. Anyone who wishes to
dedicate an issue or receive Torah Lodaas is asked to send
his name and e-mail address to: TorahLodaas@gmail.com

The material for this issue has been reprinted
from previous years
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