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“Blessed is Hashem. Blessed is He. Blessed is the One
who gave the Torah to His nation, Israel. In regard to four
sons, the Torah spoke ...”

What is the connection between that fact that Hashem
gave the Torah to Bnei Yisroel, and the four sons that the
Torah speaks about?

Hagaon Reb Chaim Soloveitchik, Z'T'L', explained
that when pursuing all forms of secular knowledge, one
begins with a very elementary text, and after mastering it
he continues on with more advanced ones until he
understands them. This process continues constantly -
discarding simpler material in favor of more complex texts.

This is not true, however, in regard to Torah. The very
same Chumash which a child who is beginning his
education uses, a Torah giant also studies and delves into -
each one understands it according to his capabilities. This
is one of the wonders of the Torah, that it can be interpreted
and comprehended on an infinite number of levels.

The Ba'al Ha'hagada wishes to bring out this point
when he praises Hashem for giving the Torah to Israel
corresponding to each of the four sons - for each one can
appreciate it on his level.
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“Hasten the day which will be neither day nor night.
Hashem, the Exalted One, let it be known that both the day
and night are Yours.”

HaGaon Reb Yitzchok Ze'ev Soloveitchik, Z'T'L', the
Brisker Rov, noted, that certain philosophers discussed
whether darkness is a special creation, or merely an
absence of light. [The Vilna Gaon, Z'T'L', proves from a
Posuk in Yeshaya that darkness is also a creation, for the
prophet says that Hashem is 7w X9121 99X 187 (3: 119)].

How can it be ascertained positively that darkness is a
creation? If there will be a state which is neither dark nor
light. The prophet Zecharia (14) says that this will take
place in the era of Moshiach.
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This is what the Ba'al Ha'hagada alludes to: Bring
close the day which is neither day nor night. It will then be
known that You have created both the day and the night.

HALACHIC DISCUSSIONS
(not to be relied upon for Halacha L.’Ma’aseh)

The Brisker Rov, Z'T'L', in his Chidushim on the
Rambam, explains that there are two parts to the Mitzva of
the Four Cups: 1) Drinking four cups of wine as a sign of
freedom (Derech Cheirus). 2) The four Mitzvos of the
night of Pesach having to do with 79°1x (saying) - Kiddush,
Haggadah, Birkas Hamazone and Hallel - should be recited
over a cup of wine. Therefore, if one did not drink the four
Kosos in accordance with the order prescribed by Chazal,
he did not fulfill the Mitzva of the Four Kosos properly.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK

1) Why don't we recite the Bracha of Shehechinayu
before performing the Mitzva of Bedikas Chometz?

2) Which two men served as Mohalim for Bnei Yisroel
before they brought the Korbon Pesach in Egypt?

3) How did Paroh make it known that Bnei Yisroel were
freed?

4) Where is the concept of Ma'os Chittim alluded to in
the Torah?

5) Inthe Ma Nishtana we say: “On all other nights we eat
Chometz and Matza ...”. On which day is it forbidden
to eat Chometz and Matza?

6) Isitpermissible to eat roasted meat during the daytime
of the first day of Pesach?

7) How can dough not become Chometz even if it
remains out of the oven for more than 18 minutes?

8) Inwhat way is burning Chometz like burning Nosar?

9) If one has no Chometz to burn, is he obligated to
purchase Chometz for that purpose?

10) Why are there restrictions on work on Erev Pesach?

11) Does one dip the Koreich in the Charoses?

12) What is the only Kezayis of a specific food that we eat
in our times through which one can fulfill a Torah
Mitzva?
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13) What are the only two Korbonos that we commemo-
rate with food in our times?

14) Why is there a custom to wear a Kittel at the Seder?

15) Which Halacha applies at the Seder only to 2w
m2wn - prominent women?

16) Which person who is mentioned in Sefer Yona was
present at Kri'as Yam Suf?

17) Which person who is quoted in the Haftara of the last
day of Pesach, is mentioned in Sefer Yona?

ANSWERS

1) We do not recite Shehechinayu before performing the
Mitzva of Bedikas Chometz because it is exempted
with the Shehechiyanu on Kiddush on Pesach (Ba'eir
Heitev, Orach Chaim 432:1).

2) Moshe and Yehoshua served as Mohelim for Bnei
Yisroel before they brought the Korbon Pesach in
Egypt (Shmos Rabba 19:15).

3) After Makas Bechoros, Paroh shouted that Bnei
Yisroel were free, and Hashem amplified his voice so
that all the Jews in Egypt could hear (Yerushalmi
Pesachim 5).

4) After commanding us to eat Matzos, the Torah repeats,
“Matzos shall be eaten” (Shmos 13:7). The Vilna
Gaon takes this to mean that we are obligated to see to
it that others have Matzos for Pesach and this is an
allusion to Ma'os Chittim.

5) On Erev Pesach after the fourth hour it is forbidden to
eat Chometz, and on the entire Erev Pesach there is a
prohibition to eat Matza (see Orach Chaim 471).

6) The Sha'arei Teshuva (Orach Chaim 473:10) cites
those who forbid it. However he writes that he did not
see people being strict concerning this.

7) Aslong it is being moved [e.g. kneaded], it does not
become Chometz (see Orach Chaim 459:2).

8) According to the Rashash (Shabbos 63), one should
burn the Chometz in a wood fire just as Nosar was
burned.

9) The Minchas Chinuch (9) writes that according to
Rashi, the Rambam and the Chinuch, it is not
necessary, while according to Tosafos and the Ran one
would be obligated to do so.

10) Among the reasons given are: Erev Pesach was the day
on which the Korbon Pesach was sacrificed, and the
day in which one brings a sacrifice is considered a
Yom Tov (see Mishna Berura, beginning of 468).
Another reason is so that one does not become
engrossed in his work and forget to destroy the
Chometz and prepare for the Mitzvos of the night

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

17)

(Bei’ur Halacha D.H. Mei’chatzos, in the name of
Rashi).

The Shulchan Aruch (475:1) rules that one should,
while the Rema writes that one should not. The
Mishna Berura (10) feels that the Shulchan Aruch’s
view is the main one unless one has a custom to the
contrary.

The first Kezayis of Matza eaten on the first night of
Pesach (see Teshuvos Chasam Sofer, C.M. Hashmatos
196. Also see Otzar Hahalachos 475:1 note 11, who
points out that one fulfills a Torah Mitzva with the first
Kezayis of bread on the first night of Succos, or when
eating on Erev Yom Kippur, and according to the
Rambam, when one eats on Shabbos).

The Korbon Pesach and the Korbon Chagiga that are
represented by the shankbone and egg on the Seder
plate.

Among the reasons cited are: to represent freedom, or
alternatively, since men are buried wearing their Kittel
- to temper the exuberance at the Seder (see Taz O.C.
472:3; Seder Ha'aruch 114:1-7).

The Mitzva of reclining applies only to m2wn 0w
(see Pesachim 108a). The Mordechai and Rabbeinu
Yerucham write that in our times all women are
considered "important women" and are obligated in
reclining (The Rama O.C. 472:4 cites this view but
writes that women do not recline because they rely on
the Ra'avya who says that in our times reclining is not
necessary).

According to some, after the downfall of Mitzrayim,
Paroh became the king of Ninvei (Yalkut Shimoni,
Shmos 176).

Sancheiriv said: 7T1m¥% 2112 011 T~ (see Sanhedrin
95a). According to one Midrash (see Lemachase Atik
on Yona 3 who cites the source as Agadas Bereishis 2),
Sancheiriv became the king of Ninvei.

NOW AVAILABLE
The sefer 177°nnmM 71 is available for purchase:
e in seforim stores
e via shipping by emailing torahlodaas@gmail.com
e Dby picking up in Monsey, Queens, or Lakewood.
Please be in touch via email.
The sefer 210 Xx¥» on NMINMY and the set of Torah

Lodaas volumes 1-5 are available for purchase. Email to
purchase.

The material for this issue has been reprinted
from previous years
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