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האזינו פרשת

“Difference Between Parents and Grandparents”
“SHA’AL AVICHA V’YAGED’CHA, Z’KEINECHA V’YOMRU LACH” (32:7), “Ask your father and he
will relate to you, and your elders (grandparents) and they will tell you”. Note the difference in terminology,
“V’yagedcha”-for father, parents, but “V’yomru” for elders or grandparents.
The difference between “haggada” and “amira” is the following. Haggada denotes imparting information
through the realm of authority, as Va’yedaber HaShem-HaShem spoke. Amira, as Va’yomer
HaShem,-HaShem said, is a softer expression and refers to relaying information through explanation and
understanding. As we find by the Revelation at Mt. Sinai, “KO TOMAR L’BET YAAKOV (the women)
V’TAGEID LIVNEI YISRAEL (the men).[So shall you say to the House of Yaakov and relate to the
Children of Israel] (Shemot 19:3), meaning, speak firmly to the men, but speak softly to the women.
According to Rabbi Zwieg, the rationale in our parsha is that the father (or parents) has the responsibility of
ensuring that the child does not deviate from the path, which he/she is required to follow. Since the father is
accountable for the actions of his child there is a degree of firmness and inflexibility in the message, which
he delivers. The father is not burdened with the task of ensuring that they understand why HaShem requires
them to abide by His instructions, only that they obey them. The parents emphasize the “The Naaseh,
grandparents on the other hand, concentrate on the “Nishma. Although grandparents accepts upon themselves
the task of educating the grandchild, they are not accountable for the child’s refusing to accept the message.
They therefore, have the flexibility of delivering the message in a manner, which appeals to the child’s
understanding, and is not pressured into forcing the child to accept it at all costs.
Each of these methods, on its own, cannot succeed. However, if they exist side-by-side, they compliment one
another to deliver the complete educational package. Allowing a child the flexibility to use his intellectual
capacities in the service of HaShem, while at the same time enforcing the idea that not everything must, or
can be, understood in order to be observed, is the unique Torah method of education, which guarantees, that
Torah education will endure eternally.
May we all have the z’chut, in the coming year, of teaching Torah to our children, our grandchildren, and
even our great-grandchildren.
Shabbat Shalom and wishes for a G’mar Tov and a Chag Samei’ach
Rabbi Aharon Ziegler, from Yerushalayim Ir HaKodesh.

Great News!
Rabbi Ziegler is publishing a new sefer entitled
"The Sapphire Bricks of Torah - Gems from the Weekly Parasha."
A collection of all his Divrei Torah on all the Parashiot from 2014 to the present
We are now accepting dedications to be included in this fabulous sefer
FULL-PAGE: $1,000.
HALF-PAGE: $500
QUARTER PAGE: $250
SMALLER: ANY DONATION ACCEPTED
Checks payable to: KOLLEL AGUDATH ACHIM
1430 E. 7th Street Brooklyn, NY 11230
For further information please call 917-538-3834
or email at mteller123@aol.com

