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PARASHAT – VAYEILECH,- 2022
“LET US GIVE GOLD”

This is the first Parasha that will be read for the new year, 5783. It consists of only 30 pesukim and it has 2
mitzvot; the mitzvot of “hak’heil” and “writing a sefer torah”.
This is also the week when all institutions and organizations send out tzedaka requests. Your mail box is full
and your checkbook is responding. So let me share with you a thought on giving tzedaka.
Rav Sadiah Gaon posed this question: Why is it that the torah gives an account of what was done with the
silver and copper donated for the construction of the mishkan and its vessels, but no such account is stated
regarding the gold collected? Perhaps we can answer this question with something the Daat Zekeinim stated
in parshat Teruma.
The torah lists gold, silver and copper as the three metals donated for the construction of the mishkan. The
Daat Zekeinm comments that these three metals represents three levels of contributions. Gold-represents the
donation of a healthy person, silver- represents the contribution of someone ill, and copper- represents the
donation of someone who has already died (but leaves it in a will).
When making a charitable contribution, there are two aspects considered; The impact on the individual
giving up his resources and-the return on his investment, what he expects to get in return (heavenly rewards).
When leaving contributions in his will after death, he bears no loss but hopes to be rewarded in next world.
this is the lowest level of donating and is represented by copper.
Someone who is giving because he’s stricken with illness, bears a loss of resources, but hopes to see a return
on his investment, by regaining his health. This is the middle level, the silver.
All possessions we have are not really ours. They can always be taken from us. We are at best temporary
guardians. But what we have given to tzedaka that is truly ours and no earthly power can take that away
from us. We own what we are willing to share. Thus, a person who is alive and in good health, and donates,
he bears a loss of funds and gives without ulterior motives. This is the highest level of donating, the giving of
gold. Such a person, who gives with whole heart and soul has no thoughts about the collection and
distribution of the funds. Only those who donated copper and silver were suspicious, so for them Moshe had
to give a disclosure and accounting. Giving with a heart of gold is the greatest fulfillment of –“teshuva,
tefilla and tzedaka, ma’avirin et ro’ah ha’gezeira”.
SHABBAT SHALOM AND A G’MAR CHATIMA TOVA TO ALL
RABBI AHARON and LIBBY ZIEGLER

Great News!
Rabbi Ziegler is publishing a new sefer entitled
"The Sapphire Bricks of Torah - Gems from the Weekly Parasha."
A collection of all his Divrei Torah on all the Parashiot from 2014 to the present
We are now accepting dedications to be included in this fabulous sefer
FULL-PAGE: $1,000.
HALF-PAGE: $500
QUARTER PAGE: $250
SMALLER: ANY DONATION ACCEPTED
Checks payable to: KOLLEL AGUDATH ACHIM
1430 E. 7th Street Brooklyn, NY 11230
For further information please call 917-538-3834
or email at mteller123@aol.com

