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Likvod Harabanim Hachashuvim,

We  would like to briefly present to you a map of the activities and experiences regarding 
the “Eretz Hakodesh” organization that we established, about three years ago, with great 
siyata DiShmaya and with the guidance of Gedolei Yisrael and Rabbanim for the purpose of 
protecting and defending the Torah and Mesorah in Eretz Yisrael.

We were privileged to receive the blessing and guidance from Maran sar Hatorah Rav Chaim 
Kanievsky zt”l and yibadel lichaim, Moreinu Rav Gershon Edelstein shlita.

In recent years it became clear that the liberal movements began to operate in a very 
significant way in Israel’s national institutions and in particular in the World Zionist 
Organization.

The purpose of their activities was to establish that they are the representatives of world 
Jewry, influence what is done in the country in public matters concerning religious issues, 
and take from these organizations money and budgets of millions of shekels to finance their 
activities.

The Orthodox communities had no representation there and no ability to influence what was 
happening from within.

That is why we founded the “Eretz Hakodesh” movement whose goal is to represent 
Diaspora Jews from G-d fearing communities who seek to preserve the Toras Yisrael in its 
purity in the Land of Israel.  BSD we had great success.

It is apparent that today, despite the activity and the achievements we have reached BSD, 
we are still only at the beginning of the road. Our relative strength is still small, and we are 
working to make our influence grow.

Thus, as an example of this is what could be seen in the public debate that took place on 
the establishment of an “egalitarian” plaza at the Western Wall. Leaders of the liberal 
movements claimed that the State of Israel must respect them to”preserve the connection 
with world Jewry” and “not to damage the array of delicate connections with Diaspora 
Jewry”.

With regard to many other issues, they use this argument, and the budgets that are intended 
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to strengthen the relationship with Diaspora Jewry, to finance the activities of their 
movements.

Some practical results (these are just a sampling of our activities, there are so much more):

We were able to influence the composition of the national institutions; after the elections to 
the WZO Congress, Eretz Hakodesh helped create a bloc of right-wing parties that held a 
majority against the bloc of the left and the liberals, and thus we were able to influence the 
composition of the distribution of powers and the central representative positions in the 
national institutions.

We  established a legal department that will be a counterweight to the legal activity of the 
liberal movements against ultra-Orthodox Judaism.

In this program, our movement’s lawyers conducted a comprehensive investigation into 
the 60 NIS million budget of MK Gilad Kariv, which he requested be diverted to reform 
activities. Following the findings of the investigation, a petition was submitted to the 
Supreme Court for serious corruption and conflict of interest, and these days we await the 
decision of the legal advisors and the court.

 We established a lobby in the Knesset to strengthen the relationship with world Jewry.

We established The “Igud of Yeshiva and Seminary Students from Abroad” -The union was 
established with the goal of representing the students in bureaucratic issues before official 
institutions. The main activity of the Igud was to regulate the entry of students during 
the Corona period, and thanks to the Igud’s activity, about 50,000 Yeshiva and seminary 
students were able to enter Israel during the Corona period despite the restrictions on entry.
Many Roshei HaYeshiva and Directors of Seminary expressed their appreciation; with our 
involvement, their institutions were able to open and function. Today, the Igud is active in 
many issues that the B’nai Yeshiva and Seminary students are in need of assistance.

We facilitated the recognition of an ultra-orthodox entity within the budgeting framework 
of KKL-JNF, WZO and the Jewish Agency.  Thus, for the first time, the budget for Jewish 
streams would be divided into four parts and not just three, thus reducing the scope of the 
liberal movement’s budget.

We created a program for Na’ar Nosher, dropout youth - a large educational project, with 
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a budget of about 20 million shekel, to establish educational and experiential activities for 
students who suffer from academic, emotional and family issues and therefore find it difficult 
to integrate into existing educational frameworks. The project was established through-out 
the country, and there are programs for students from all sectors in Israel to help bring these 
youth back into mainstream society.

In accordance with the instructions of the Gedolei Yisrael, we hold events, on Rosh Chodesh, 
for seminary girls who come to daven at the Kosel, before others come to disturb.

We facilitated budgets for activities for yeshiva and seminary students from abroad - a trips 
and activities project in which each yeshiva and seminary received different options for 
summer activities for the students. 

Among other things, the students participated in an activity in which they learned about 
Mitzvos Hatluyos Baaretz and Torah knowledge related to Eretz Yisrael.

We held activities for children from all the Charedei cities in Israel. Among other things, the 
children enjoyed summer vacation events in the KKL-JNF forests, trips and tours to various 
sites, participation in “siyum” events in various communities, and so much more.

Eretz Hakodesh, facilitated, the first time that KKL-JNF keep shemita for all the KKL-JNF 
forests and fields, and all the halachic questions were brought before the Gaon Rabbi Yosef 
Yekusiel Efrati who ruled on how to proceed.

In KKL’s agricultural complexes, which include close to 30,000 dunams of olive groves, and 
thousands of additional dunams of carob groves, shemita was kept “lechumra” and an Otsar 
Beis Din was led by Rabbi Efrati’s Beit Din who managed the harvesting and distribution of 
the produce.

There is so much more to tell you, stay tuned for more updates. 
With your support, we will grow and we will accomplish.

Thank you 
Sincerely,

Rabbi Pesach Lerner  Rabbi Nechemya Malinowitz 
Chairman   Director  
Eretz Hakodesh  Eretz Hakodesh Israel
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Chaver Knesset Rabbi Yitzchak Pindrus commends, thanks and 
encourages the ERETZ HAKODESH organization for opening a legal 
affairs division to protect the integrity of Torah and Mesorah within Israel
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Rabbi Lerner Speaks Out at 
Jewish Agency Meeting, Stops 
Anti-Torah Kosel Resolution

Thanks to the efforts of Rabbi Pesach Lerner, chairman of Eretz Hakodesh, the status 
quo at the Kosel Hamaarovi did not become the subject of a resolution by the 
board of governors of the JAFI-Jewish Agency for Israel, a powerful and influential 
international organization.

At Jewish Agency for Israel Board of Governors meeting in Jerusalem- left to right:

Yaakov Hagoel, chairman of WZO World Zionist Organization, Mark Wilf, newly elected chairman of the board, 
JAFI, Jewish Agency for Israel, Doron Almog, newly elected chairman of the executive of JAFI, Steve Rosedale, 
member of board of governors of JAFI on behalf of Eretz Hakodesh, Rabbi Pesach Lerner, chairman of Eretz 
Hakodesh and member of board of governors of JAFI.”
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Rabbi Lerner, who is a member of the JAFI board of governors representing the Eretz 
Hakodesh party, was in Israel for the JAFI’s three days of board of governors meetings.

He attended a meeting yesterday, Tuesday, July 12, of 250 members of the executive 
board and the board of JAFI. The meeting was originally scheduled to express their 
indignation and anger after an incident that took place on June 30 at the Ezras Yisroel 
area at the Kosel set aside for egalitarian prayer. A small group of religious Jewish 
teens disturbed three “bnei mitzvot” ceremonies being held there.

 The response from the Reform, Conservative and other liberal movements was fast 
and fierce, painting the Orthodox community with a broad brush and calling for 
wide-ranging changes to be made to the prayer setup at the Kosel, asking for the 
government to implement the Kotel Compromise Agreement that is currently on hold.

At the gathering Tuesday, the Jewish Agency board members expressed their desire, 
in response to the June 30 incident, to pass a resolution implementing those changes.

Rabbi Lerner, speaking on behalf of Eretz Hakodesh, standing as an individual against 
a group of many, was adamant that the Kosel’s status quo must remain, and that, 
while he condemned any and all violent confrontations, no changes can be made to 
compromise the kedusha of the Kosel. 

Thanks to Rabbi Lerner’s strong position, the resolution to implement the Kosel 
Agreement was shelved. The Jewish Agency resolution that remained condemned the 
June 30 incident and called for a completely halt to all violence.

“The presence of Eretz Hakodesh enables us to have a voice,” Rabbi Lerner observed 
after the meeting. “It is so vital that we be able to have a seat at the table, so to speak, 
to ensure that the chareidi viewpoint is heard and that the arrangements currently in 
place at mekomos hakedoshim remain.”

Rabbi Lerner, who took the lead, was aided by others who assisted in making sure 
that the original anti-kedushas haKosel resolution never made it to the full board 
of governors. The Kosel agreement would give non-Orthodox streams official 
representation in the management of the Kosel and grant official status to the 
egalitarian section. 

“This was historic,” said one of the Orthodox members of the board of governors. “The 
Orthodox voice had never been heard before at the JAFI. Kudos to Rabbi Lerner and 
Eretz Hakodesh for taking the lead.”
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IGUD HAYESHIVAS B’NAI CHOL PERMITS &  
PROCEDURE TO ENTER ISRAEL DURING COVID
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SHMITTA IN ALL KKL LANDS, 
MEETINGS WITH POSKIM & KKL 
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SEMINARY GIRLS PRAYER  
RALLY AT THE KOSEL
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VOTE GATHERING FOR  
THE KOSEL PETITION
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EVENT IN SUPPORT OF CHIEF RABBIS 
TO MAINTAIN STANDARDS OF GIYUR

26



ACTIVITIES FOR THE AMERICAN  
YESHIVOS & SEMINARIES IN ISRAEL
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STARTING A KNESSET LOBBY  
FOR DIASPORA JEWRY
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YOM TOV EVENTS FOR  
STUDENTS IN ISRAEL
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ACTIVITIES FOR ANGLO  
COMMUNITIES LIVING IN ISRAEL
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Bochurim from YESHIVOSarrive at Israel’s Ben Gurion Airport for Elul zman

Eretz HaKodesh welcomes Yeshiva and Seminary students from 173 
institutions who are BH arriving to learn in Eretz Yisrael this year.

WE ARE PROUD TO HAVE FACILITATED YOUR ENTRY.

RABBI PESACH LERNER  Chairman, ERETZ HAKODESH, WZO RABBI NECHEMYA MALINOWITZ Director, ERETZ HAKODESH, Israel 

 4 Elul, 5780/August 24, 2020 

info@eretzhakodesh.org
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ERETZ HAKODESH
Rabbi Pesach Lerner - Chairman 917-209-8204

Yehuda Segal - Director 347-276-8601

office@eretzhakodesh.org  •  www.eretzhakodesh.org


