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Introducing: “Rabbi Yochanan son of a cow”
The Shabbat before Tisha B’Av is called Shabbat Chazon because its Haftarah begins “Chazon (the vision
of) Yeshayahu ben Amotz. At such a serious time that we are now living it behooves us to soul search about
the moral causes of the Beit HaMikdash and our own standing in these matters.
Most of us are familiar with the statement in Gemara Yoma (9b) that the first Beit HaMikdash was destroyed
because of the three cardinal sins; idolatry, murder and adultery. The second Beit HaMikdash was destroyed
because of “sin’at chinam”, baseless hatred between one Jew and another. And the Gemara Gittin (55b)
follows this with the example of Kamtza and Bar Kamtza. There is however, another dimension to this event.
The Tosefta in Menachot (13:22) relates a statement from Rav Yochanan ben Torata that there were
actually three destructions of Temples, the first being of Shilo which preceded the first Beit HaMikdash and
lasted 369 years. Why was Shilo destroyed? He answers, because of the disgrace of kodashim (sacrifices)
within it. Then Rav Yochanan adds, regarding the second Beit HaMikdash, we know that they were occupied
in Torah and were careful about Mitzvah observances, yet they loved money and hated their counterparts,
which was as despicable as cardinal sins. Their focus on important elements of the Torah did not prevent
them from loving money and behaving dishonestly when money is involved, or from hating those who were
different from them.
Who was this Rav Yochanan ben Torata? The Pesikta Rabbati 14, tells of a Jew who had a cow for
plowing, which he had to sell to a non-Jew due to poverty. The Gentile tried to work the cow on Shabbat,
but the cow refused to budge. The buyer decided that the cow was flawed and wanted to nullify the sale. The
seller realized that the cow was unaccustomed to working on Shabbat and offered to get it to work. He spoke
to the cow in a soft voice, saying, “I know that you are used to not working on Shabbat, since, due to my
sins, I had to sell you and you are now owned by a non-Jew. I ask you to get up and plow”. The cow did just
that. When the buyer saw this, he promptly decided to convert to Judaism, and he became known as
Yochanan ben Torata (meaning son of the cow) and he became a respected Talmid Chacham (Torah scholar)
Let us ask ourselves if we have been careful about increasing tolerance between all segments of Israeli
society. On this Shabbat Chazon that leads into Tisha B’Av, let us be totally honest with ourselves and try to
improve in those areas which we know, and only we ourselves know, our true faults and weaknesses. This
will make our fast a meaningful one and hopefully, our last Tisha B’Av of mourning which will then become
a Tisha B’Av of happiness and rejoicing.
Shabbat Shalom from Yerushalayim
Rabbi Aharon and Libby Ziegler

Great News!
Rabbi Ziegler is publishing a new sefer entitled
"The Sapphire Bricks of Torah - Gems from the Weekly Parasha."
A collection of all his Divrei Torah on all the Parashiot from 2014 to the present
We are now accepting dedications to be included in this fabulous sefer
FULL-PAGE: $1,000.
HALF-PAGE: $500
QUARTER PAGE: $250
SMALLER: ANY DONATION ACCEPTED
Checks payable to: KOLLEL AGUDATH ACHIM
1430 E. 7th Street Brooklyn, NY 11230
For further information please call 917-538-3834
or email at mteller123@aol.com

