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5782 פרשת בלק
PARASHAT BALAK-2022
“ WHY THE WORLD HATES US AND IS JEALOUS OF US”
This parasha is unique from among all other Biblical narratives. Beginning with the story of Avraham, in
every Torah parasha, the Jewish People are spotlighted as the central focus of the text. The gentile world-is
tangential to the dominant theme of Gd’s chosen people. In Parashat Balak, other than the last nine pesukim,
the non-Jewish world takes center stage while the Jewish chronicle is sidelined, as we read, the strange tale
of Balak and Bil’am. What is the Torah message for us in this parasha?
Rabbi Bienenfeld suggested, that it is important for us to occasionally step back from our life’s routine and
reflect upon how others perceive us. When a spouse, child, sibling, friend, looks at us, what do they see?
What do they expect from us, how do we come across to them and what impression does our behavior make
upon them? We may know what we intend to convey, what we would like them to think of us, but it would
be wise for us to ask ourselves what they truly think of us, and how they interpret what we do. This reality
check is more than just good advice. If we honestly wish to assess our existential mission, why we are put
here in the first place, it makes all the sense to examine very carefully how others think about us, to make
sure that whatever we are doing with our life is in sync with what we want to do with our life. This exercise
can be a humbling experience, but the insights gleaned can help us reset our lives so that we can maximize
the good we can do for others and, for ourselves.
If this observation is correct, then perhaps our parasha is conveying this very message. After 40 years of
wanderings, the Jewish People are finally poised to enter their Promised Land. Their future, their divine fate,
in relation to all mankind, will be fraught with challenge, intolerance and hate. But in that very danger lies
great blessing and purpose. To understand that destiny often requires that we see ourselves as others perceive
us and then know and fully appreciate what our essential role is meant to be in the world.
It is uplifting for us to read how two powerful nations, Midyan and Mo’av had perceived our nation as we
approached their land. Their fear and fright was so very vivid that they were willing to pay a fortune of gold
and silver to Bil’am to cast a curse upon us and to annihilate us. Imagine, they tried nuclear weapons,
tunnels, suicide killings, so now, as a last resource they tried- cursing weapons. All because of fear and
jealousy of us. They are jealous by seeing the beauty and majesty of the Jewish home and they are startled
with the purity and modesty that surrounds the Jewish family.
Chazal tell us (Sanhedrin 105b) that from Bil’am’s blessing we can infer his evil diabolic intentions. The
Bil’ams (United Nations) –the anti-Semites of the world-would have us cursed, but paradoxically, within that
very curse is to be found the magnificent character of the Jewish People, “Ma Tovu O’halecha Yaakov”, a
nations personality infused with sanctity and dignity, reminding a delinquent world of its Creator and Master.
When viewed then from the “blessed” perspectives of the nations of the world, our mission as Gd’s People is
clear and unequivocal-to be a Kiddush HaShem and nothing less! To be a beacon of light in a world of
darkness, by showing kindness, compassion and morality to all mankind. For this they will fear and be
jealous of us, but so let it be. We remain proud and steadfast, our Israeli hospitals treat the terror victims as
well as the terrorists themselves. For this the world condemns us and hates us, but so let it be. This is the
message of parashat
Shabbat Shalom from Yerushalayim
Rabbi Aharon Ziegler.

Great News!
Rabbi Ziegler is publishing a new sefer entitled
"The Sapphire Bricks of Torah - Gems from the Weekly Parasha."
A collection of all his Divrei Torah on all the Parashiot from 2014 to the present
We are now accepting dedications to be included in this fabulous sefer
FULL-PAGE: $1,000.
HALF-PAGE: $500
QUARTER PAGE: $250
SMALLER: ANY DONATION ACCEPTED
Checks payable to: KOLLEL AGUDATH ACHIM
1430 E. 7th Street Brooklyn, NY 11230
For further information please call 917-538-3834
or email at mteller123@aol.com

