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PARASHAT SHELACH-2022,
5782-פרשת שלח
“TOVA, TOVA ME’OD”
This is the parasha where we find Kalev and Yehoshua referring to Eretz Yisrael as “Tovah Ha’Aretz
Me’od Me’od” [the land we have seen is very, VERY good] (14:7). And on the other hand, in this parasha
our people were crying about leaving Mitzrayim (14:1), which prompted HaShem to declare “Atem
Bechitem bechiya shel chinam va’ani kovei lochem bechiya ledorot” (Gemara Ta’anit 29a) [you cried in
vain, I will give you something to cry about for future generations (namely, the churban Beit HaMikdash)].
In last weeks parsha, when Moshe tries to convince his father-in-law, Yitro, to join in the grand march
towards Eretz Yisrael (Bamidbar 10:29) “NOS’IM ANACHNU EL
HAMAKOM ASHER AMAR HA’SHEM” [we are on our way to the place that HaShem had asked us to
go. Moshe does not mention the land by name, he doesn’t dwell upon its merits, its beauty, its topography, or
that it’s a land of milk and honey. Moshe only states, it’s the land that HaShem has chosen for us. That says it
all!
Likewise, in parshat Va’eira, when expressing the ultimate purpose of our deliverance from Mitzrayim,
HaShem tells Moshe Rabbeinu, “I shall bring you to the land which I raised My hand to give it to Avraham,
Yitzchak and Ya’akov” (Shemot 6:8). My son David noted, that nowhere in the entire Torah does it state that
the ultimate goal of our nation is to receive and accept the Torah. Of course that was a necessity, but the
ultimate purpose of our Ge’ulah, being a nation of G-d, is to live in the land chosen for us, in Eretz Yisrael.
Certainly, prior to 1948, that was not a viable option, but for the past 70 years it is incomprehensible why
Torah observant Jews do not see this as their primary religious obligation. Living in Galut we are constantly
hearing the great need for increased Torah learning, but rarely do we hear a call, a drasha, or a lecture on the
need for a Torah observant Jew to live in the Chosen Land.
I could understand if one claims that “I can’t leave my elderly parent(s) in Chutz L’Aretz”, “I know that I
belong in Eretz Yisrael,but I’m afraid to leave my job, my financial security”. “Or, my children are in a good
school and I’m afraid to uproot them”. These are all valid concerns, as long as the overall objective would
be to fulfill the Biblical Mitzvah of living in Aretz as soon as circumstances will change. “Right now I feel
badly about it, but I cannot do it”. But living complacently, without any remorse is the real concern of our
parasha..
I just came across a fascinating sociological study that sheds light on understanding this mentality. The study
consisted of 20 people in a room and 19 of the participants are “in” on the study and they are told to answer a
question in a patently false way (e.g.- that the red jacket is white). Invariably, the 20th person, who is the one
and only subject of the study, when asked to identify the color of the jacket, answers it in a way that is
absurd, he claims it is white, just to make his answer correspond with that of everyone else in the roomthough he was not colorblind. So profound is the influence of society that something can be as clear as black
and white to a person will change his response just to conform to everyone else.
Rambam is cognizant of this influence when he write (Hilchot Dei’ot 6:1) “Derech b’riyato shel adam
li’hiyot nimshach acharei rei’av ve’chaveirov” [it is the human nature of a person to be influenced by his
peers and friends]. Thus, in Brooklyn, in Lakewood, in Monsey, or in any vibrant Jewish community in
Chutz L’Aretz, even where a high level of Torah learning does exist and flourish, something as clear as black

and white can be misunderstood. The peer influence has such a powerful control on a religious Torah
observant Jew causing one to misconstrue the true intent of what HaShem expects of us when the Land He
Chose is available to us. All this, without even a feeling of remorse or pang of sorrow for living in the Galut
when it is no longer a necessity, but rather, a choice. We hope and pray for the day when religious Jews will
wake up and see that living in Israel is indeed, TOVA, TOVA, ME’OD..
Shabbat Shalom from YerushalayimRabbi Aharon Ziegler.
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