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According to Ramban, one set of angels ascended to heaven to ask Hashem if they
had any additional responsibilities, once they finished accompanying Yaakov to the
border. Hashem has an expectation for each person that he creates. Everyone has
natural talents. The Malachim go up and report to Hashem if we have grown as bnei
torah, talmidei chachamim or as benefitial members of society. So the malachim
escort us and report to Hashem. I too, as a choleh must have escorts –but for a
different reason
“VAYEITZEI YAAKOV MI’B’EIR SHEVA VA’YELECH CHARANA” (28:10).
And Yaakov went out of B’eir Sheva and he went to, or towards, Charan.
In the Torah HA’KEDOSHA there are no redundancies. If the Torah had only written that
Yaakov, went to or, towards Charan we obviously would have known that he left B’eir
Sheva, so why does Torah have to even mention it ? Rashi was already bothered with this
question and he offers an answer along the lines of Drush.
Rav Soloveitchik had a novel and unique approach to understanding these words. The
Rav noted that throughout Tenach (Bible), the words Vayeitzei (Tzei) and Vayelech
(Lech) have a specific connotation.
When the Torah describes someone going out of a place, Vayeitzei, it refers to someone
leaving from a place he doesn’t want to remain any longer. He leaves either for economic
reasons, health or social reasons, but the bottom line is, he has to, or wants to get out of
there as soon as possible. It doesn’t matter where he is heading for, as long as he leaves
from the place he was at until now.
Vayelech- is referring and directing us to a destination. The person wants to be in the
new location that he is heading for. That is the reason for his departure.
Yaakov Aveenu left B’eir Sheva at the urging of his mother, Rivka. Rivka became aware
of Eisav’s intention to kill Yaakov. See Pasuk 41 Ch 27, (parshat Toldot) “as soon as the
days of mourning for my father (Yitzchok) draws near I will kill my brother Yaakov”.
Rivka feared that Eisav’s hatred for Yaakov was so intense that he might be provoked to
killing Yaakov even while Yitzchok was still alive. So Rivka devised a plan in which to
get Yaakov out of the house, as soon as possible. She approaches Yitzchok and suggests
that he should do something to help Yaakov find a proper shidduch (27:46). Having heard
those words Yitzchok immediately instructs Yaakov to leave B’eir Sheva and go to the
house of his father-in-law, Betuel, to find his shidduch.
The Rav then analyzed. Marrying off a son is the task of a father, as the Baraita states,
(Kiddushin 29a) “A father is obligated with respect to his son to….take a wife for him”.
Thus, Rivka, the mother, could not send Yaakov to Charan for purpose of finding a wife,
for that is the responsibility of the father. However, to save Yaakov’s life that is the role
of either or both parents, so getting Yaakov out of the house was indeed within the realm
of her responsibility.

Now we can understand the first pasuk of our parsha. Vayeitzei – Yaakov departed from
his house in B’eir Sheva, to save his life, at the request of his mother, so he was in
fulfillment of Kibbud Ha’eim (honoring his mother’s request). Vayeilech –Yaakov went
to Charan, to find a suitable mate, at the request of his father, in fulfillment of Kibbud
Ha’av (honoring his fathers’ request).
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QUESTIONS ON PARASHAT VA’YEI’TZEI
1- VAYEITZEI YAAKOV. Yaaakov went out of B’eir Sheva, and Va’yelech, he went towards
Charan [28:10]. Why is it necessary to state “he went out of B’eir Sheva. Certainly, if he went
towards Charan he must have gone out of Beir Sheva??
2-In 29:35, Leah names her fourth child “Yehuda”, saying, “this time I must be grateful and thank
HaShem”. Why the need to thank HaShem for the fourth child and not the others??
3-Gemara Ketuvot [50a] brings a source for not spending more than 20% if income on “tzedaka”,
from a pasuk in our parasha. What pasuk is that ??
4—Rambam writes [Hilchot Se’chirot [13:17] that a worker. Or employee must work for his
employer with all his strength and energy. Where is the sourced for this halacha, in our parash?
5- We do not have weddings on a Yom Tov, even on Chol HaMoed, because of “Ein M’arvin
Simcha B’Simcha”- we do not mix two smachot together, but rather celebrate each separately,
givin each its full benefit. According to Yerushalmi- Moed Katan 1:7, the source of this comes
from our parasha. Can you find it?
6- According to Gemara Brachot 26b, Yaakov Avinu introduced Tefillat Arvit [Maariv] based on
our parasha. What is the source of that?

