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This parasha in noted as the parasha of Tzeddaka, for communal projects, such as shul, mikvah, 
schools, etc.  ויקחו לי תרומה   כל איש אשר ידבנו לבו,  
“HaShem spoke to Moshe saying, speak to the children of Israel and let them take for Me a 
portion (a contributions for the Mishkan), from every man whose heart motivates him to give” 
(25:2). 
 
There are important aspects of tzeddaka that are misunderstood by many, especially regarding a 
husband learning in Kollel and wife supporting the family. 
 
In Shulchan Aruch, Yoreh Dei’a (248:4) it is recorded that women are obligated in the Mitzvah 
of tzeddaka, however, one who collects tzeddaka may not accept a large sum of money from a 
married woman without the consent of her husband. There is no specific amount which is 
considered a “large sum”, it all depends on the relative means of the family. In any event, if the 
husband is against her giving even a small amount, the gabbai of tzeddaka may not accept 
anything from her.  Even if she is employed and has her own money put aside, she still requires 
her husband’s consent. This concept is based upon the halacha of מה שקנה אישתו קנה בעלה MAH 
All that a woman acquires belongs to her husband”. (Gittin 77b). THIS IS WHAT PEOPLE 
MISUNDERSTAND! 
 
The halacha, based on Gemara Gittin, is referring to a situation where the husband is the worker 
and bread-winner of the house. He gives the wife enough money for all household needs and the 
wife’s responsibility is taking care of household chores, cooking, cleaning,  and caring for the 
children. Of course, if he can afford to give her enough, to hire a maid, a cleaning assistant or for 
baby sitting, all the better. 
 
Now, here is what the halacha is saying, that under those circumstances if she takes a part-time 
job to augment the family income, then “ MaH ShehKanta Isha- Kana  Ba’alah”  that extra she 
earns belongs to her husband.  After all, it is HIS income that covers the household expenses. 
However if the husband learns in Kollel, has no income, or very little income, while she 
works full time and also takes care of household chores-[which is a very common trend in 
today’s Yeshivish cirlcles,] then SHE is considered the bread-winner of that household. All 
the income she earns belongs to HER. She can give to the tzeddaka of HER choice and as 
much as she pleases. 
 
This was stated by Rav Hershel Schachter in the name of Rav Soloveitchik. It is also so written 
clearly by the Yam Shel Shlomo on Bava Kama (59a,) and was also the opinion of the Aruch 
HaShulchan (248:12.)  It is therefore not so unusual to hear women participating in a shul 
auction for Aliyot or other Kibbudim, to buy these honors for their husbands. It used to be that a 
husband would buy jewelry or clothing for his wife for Simchat HaChag (Yom Tov holiday) and 
she would reciprocate buying him a new shirt or tie. Now however, with the new trend, she 
reciprocates by buying him a “shlishi” or “shishi” at Kriyat HaTorah (Torah reading). Only 
difference is, one is monetary while the other is spiritual, also, one comes gift wrapped while the 
other is not. 
 
Shabbat Shalom from YERUSHALAYIM. 
Rabbi Aharon  Ziegler  
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THIS WEEK’S QUESTION: 
Every item we use for a Mitzvah must be held in the correct position of the way it naturally 
grows. A Lulav and Etrog must be held in our hand in the upright position of its growth. Turning 
the Etrog, the Lulav or the Hadassim and Aravot upside down would disqualify the Mitzvah  and 
not be a fulfillment of the Mitzvah. 
From which three words in our parasha do Chazal derive this Halacha?  
     (See Yoma 72a or Sukkah 45b) 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS ON PARASHAT TERUMAH: 
1-What was the functional purpose of the “Shulchan”, the table? 
 
2-Why by the making of all objects of the Mishkan commandment is in the singular 
      “VE’Asita” – YOU shall make, but when it comes to making the Aron [ARK] it  
      says [25:10]  Ve’ Asu  - and THEY shall make? 
 
3—In Divrei HaYamim 2- [3:13] When Shlomo HaMelech built the Beit HaMikdash 
      it is written that the two Kruvim “faced the house”, but here in our parasha [25:20]  
      the two Kruvim “faced each other”  (clue: see Bava Batra 99a) 
 
4- What was the functional purpose of the Menorah? 
 
5- Rambam, in listing the Mitzvot, when a Mitzvah has many parts to it he only lists 
   It as one. (eg- he lists all 39 Melachot of Shabbat as One.) In 25:8. he lists  
  VE’ASU LI  MIKDASH-  They shall make a Sanctuary for Me” as one Mitzvah.  
  He does not list all the parts (Shulchan, Menorah, etc.) as separate Mitzvot.  
 Ramban disagrees and states that the Aron Should be listed as separate Mitzvah.  
 What do YOU think  is the conceptual disagreement between them? 
  
 


