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sider the return to Torah by the masses, as a renewal of the accep
tance of the Torah, first experienced at Sinai. In fact, the sages 
declare, that the recommitment to the Torah in Persia contained 
a fresh element of voluntary acceptance beyond that of Sinai. 
Such was the exemplary conduct of our heroes, which inspired 
such adulation and praise by our sages. 

Because our sages knew that these Purim episodes would be 
repeated countless times during our long exile, they therefore at
tached such importance and significance to the events recorded in 
the Megillah. They recognized the eternal message of hope and 
trust that would be so vital for the confidence and trust of the 
Jewish people. They, therefore, insisted that we read, study and 
learn from the Megillah, those eternal truths which assure the 
eternity of the Jewish people. Only a generation loyal to Torah 

can survive. 
How actual and real this message is for Jews world wide. The 

Megillah has not lost any of its brilliance, lustre or meaning also 
for Jews in the· 20th century .. May that we be good students and 
derive the full benefit of this eternal book, for the eternal people 
of our eternal G-d. 
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Finale 
by Rabbi Philip H. Singer 

On Purim, as during Chanukah, we recite "Al Hanisim." In 
this thanksgiving prayer, the stories of the miracles of both 
celebrations are related in a succinct synopsis. 

But yet there is an obvious difference. In the "Al Hanisim" of 
Chanukah, there is a finale. "Thereafter your sons came to the 
Abode of your House, they cleansed the Sanctuary, purified your 
place of Holiness and kindled lights in your Holy Courts, and in
stituted these eight days of Chanukah for avowing thanks and 
rendering praise to Your great Name." However, in the "Al 
Hanisim" of Purim there is an abrupt ending. "But you, in your 
abundant compassion thwarted his plan and frustrated his inten
tion and caused that which he sought to do to recoil on his head; 
and they hanged him and his sons upon the gallows. 

What kind of an ending is this? Don't you feel suspended? 
Should there not have been a finale? Why not tell that the 
celebration of Purim was instituted with its reading of the 
Megillah, Mishloach Monos, alms to the poor and the Seudoh? 
Why was this portion omitted? Is is possible that the story of 
Purim is never-ending? Was Haman only an episode in the 
ceaseless hatred toward the Jews? But, though the history of our 
people is replete with a succession of Hamans, our rabbis would 
not indicate that in the Al Hanisim and mar the joyous celebra
tion. Then why is there no uplifting conclusion to the prayer? 

The answer is, I believe, because the high-point of the story of 
Purim was "Keeyemu Vikiblu" -that the Jews again accepted the 
Torah. Not as at Mount Sinai by-compulsion but with love. I~ 
would ha~e been erroneous and misleading if we would have 
ended the Al Hanisim with enumerating the various expressions 
of celebration. The outcome of the story of Purim was not the 
merry-makin~or even reading the Megillah or Mishloach
Monos, but t_\rededication to the Torah. 




