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The Timeless Message of Purim 
by Rabbi Abraham B. Hecht 

All of the holidays will eventually cease to exist, except for 
Purim which will remain eternally (Midrash Mishlei). All of the 
Books of the Prophets and Writings will be terminated except for 
the five books of Moses and the Megillah of Esther, which will re
main forever. (Yerushalmi Megillah) 

The days of Purim will never cease to exist for it is written "and 
these days of Purim will never pass from amongst the Jews and 
their remembrance will never be abolished from their 
children"(Rambam, Hilchos Megillah 2:18). 

There is, obviously, something extremely unique in the story 
and celebration of Purim which insures its eternal quality and 
provides its timelessness. In this sermon we shall seek to discover 
what it is that invests the Megillah with eternal teachings de
signed to outlast and outlive the confines of recorded time. 

Superficially, the story of Purim appears as an ordinary event in 
the annals of the Jewish people. Persecution and pogroms are 
nothing new to the Jew, who has had to face a hostile world, ever 
since the birth of the first Jew- Abraham. Already, then, some 
four thousand years ago, it was apparent that he and his descen
dants would have to go it alone, facing a hostile world 
throughout their national existence. Abraham was called 
Ho'Ivri-Abraham the Hebrew. Because he was a grandchild of 
Eber, he received the designation Ivri, denoting his genealogical 
roots. But our Rabbis found a most interesting explanation for 
the name Ivri, which in Hebrew means "a side" and they declare, 
that the peoples of the entire world were arrayed against him on 
one side, and he, Abraham, stood alone on his own side. "Maase 
Ovos Siman Le'bonim," Our sages taught, that every event 
however minor in the lives of our patriarchs already foretold the 
unfolding drama of yet unborn generations. 

Even a cursory review of our history will reveal this honest 
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evaluation, that of the Jewish people versus the nations of the 
earth. And, therefore, the events leading up to and culminating in 
the miracle of Purim, are really just a continuation of the evil 
designs of a Nimrod, Amrafel, Avimelech, Pharaoh, Amalek and 
the host of other perennial anti-semites who strode across the 
pages of history seeking to decimate the Jewish people. In every 
situation, the eternal watchman over the destiny of Israel-our 
A-mighty G-d, responds to our supplications and usually, 
miraculously and in a supernatural fashion, the Jewish people is 
saved from complete annihilation. For we have Heaven's pledge 
that "Netzach Yisroel Lo Y eshaker" the children of Israel being 
attached to an eternal creator, must of necessity, ever remain 
eternal and indestructible. Why then, should Purim be so dif
ferent, in view of our historical experiences. 

We must, therefore, seek for some deeper meaning to discover 
the secret of this elixir of eternity. It may be, that the timeless 
message of this threatened national catastrophe, lies in the man
ner in which the crisis was averted. For although the story is 
couched in natural sequences of unfolding events; the love of a 
demented King for his Queen Vashti matched by his devotion for 
her replacement Queen Esther; the mad and senseless sell out of 
the Jews into the hands of a vicious Haman and his subsequent 
replacement by the virtuous Mordechai; with the intervening 
seemingly coincidental happenings of the plot to kill the King, his 
rescue at the hands of Mordechai, the unmitigated drive for 
power by the demonic Haman, his family and followers, all of 
these events make for a most intriguing ancient oriental plot and 
conspiracy. 

We should study the response by the Jewish communal leader
ship to this national crisis. What was the reaction of the masses to 
the early friendly gestures of the despot King and how did they 
react to the diabolic plot afterwards, to destroy them. If we will 
properly evaluate and comprehend these facts, we will be in a 
position to appreciate why our Talmudic sages found this event 
to be eternal and meaningful for eternity. 






