Rabbi Ziegler

Parashat Bamidbar- 2020, 5780

This DT is dedicated to the memory of my dear beloved mother, Yitte Bat Shlomo, A’H.
She was taken from us on the 7th day of Sivan, Issru Chag, (which was the second day of
Shavu’ot in Chutz LaAretz). TE’HEI NAFSHA TZRURA BITZROR HA’CHAIM.
In this week’s haftarah the Navi [Prophet] Hoshei’a (2:1-2:2) reveals the indescribable
love that HaShem has for our people. The Navi opens with warm words of blessing and
says, “The Jewish people will be likened to the sand of the sea that cannot be counted or
measured” He then continues and says, “And in place of not being recognized as My
nation, they will be regarded as ‘the sons of HaShem”. This passage indicates that, prior
to this Nevu’ah, they experienced serious rejection. In the previous chapter it is recorded
that they temporarily forfeited their status of Am HaShem. It states in (1:9) “Declare
them no longer as My nation because they are not Mine and I am not theirs”. Yet a little
further we find HaShem blessing His people in an unlimited capacity and even bestowing
upon them the elevated status of “Ammi”-My nation” It is this amazing and drastic
change of attitude that I would like to address.
We see this happening in our own calendaric life cycle. Last week we read the Tochacha,
the admonition and punishments that we will have to endure if we are not faithful to the
Torah. Next week, on the sixth of Sivan we will read about the great display of love that
HaShem bestows upon us on Har Sinai at the time of Kabalat HaTorah. This vacillation
has a rationale and concept.
Chazal explain this vacillation with a story (Sifrei- Parashat Balak), A king was enraged
by his wife’s behavior and immediately summoned a Sofer [scribe] to prepare her Get
[Divorce document]. In the meantime, while the Sofer is writing, the king calms down,
thinks it over, and decides not to divorce her. However, he faced a serious dilemma
because he was unwilling to cancel the Sofer and reveal his drastic change of heart. He
finally resolved his problem and ordered the Sofer to rewrite his Ketuvah, doubling its
previous financial commitment. Chazal conclude that the same was true with HaShem.
After instructing Hoshei’a to deliver sharp words of reprimand, HaShem retracts them.
However, instead of canceling the initial prophecy HaShem tempered it with warm words
of praise and blessing. These words were so uplifting that they reflected our people in a
newly gained status of “Ammi” [My Nation]
The end result was that the queen understood her husband’s compassionate response to
her poor behavior. Instead of totally rejecting her he actually increased his commitment
to her. She sensed this as his way of securing their relationship even after her previous
conduct. This unbelievably kind response evoked similar feelings from her and she
reciprocated with her fullest expression of appreciation to him.
The Tochacha of parashat Bechukotei came as a stern warning to our entire nation of
Israel; this week’s parasha of Bamidbar is our buffer zone of reflection. To correct that
what need be corrected and enter the Yom Tov of Shavu’ot with happiness and

confidence. And the lesson for our personal lives is that after reconciling with our spouse
following a domestic dispute, or with our friends or/and family, our new relationship
should be more positive and intense with love, care and devotion than ever before. With a
little extra effort-it can be done.
Shabbat Shalom, veChag Samei’ach,
Rabbi Aharon and Ziegler
THIS WEEK’S QUESTIONS
IN commanding Moshe to take a census the Torah uses the expression “Se’uh Et Rosh” which
literally means: “Raise the head”.
1- What is the significance of using such a strange expression , when all it wants is to “count t he
people”???
2-If a girl from tribe of Re’uven married a boy from tribe of Shimon and they had a son, under
which tribe would the son be counted? And from where do we learn this concept ?
3-Each tribe had a flag with a distinct color. Which tribe had the color “ red” with the insigne of
“Duda’im” –flowers?
4-From where do the Rabbis learn – that “One who teaches Torah to someone else’s children is
regarded as if he gave birth to them?
5 In 3:39 there are dots on Aharon’s name. What is the significance of that ?
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