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Nitzavim
"The secret things belong unto Hashem our G-d; but those things
which are revealed belong unto us and to our children forever,
that we may do all the words of this Law." Q9,:28)

In the right hands, religion is a precision instrument. And, like
all such devices, it is alternatively blunted and sharpened by .its
users. Change is initiated by the principled few, not the compro-
mising many.

At a time when much confident false counsel calls the study of
Torah irrelevant, the need is as urgent for us to understand our
place in that enormous tapestry of events-in-time as to understand
our place in the web of nature. Such understanding reveals mean-
ing; only by ignorance of it, blindness of it, and false teaching can
we slip into the despairing error urged upon us by some modern
writers that life is meaningless and hence that man is irresponsible
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Nitzavim
"The secret things belong unto Hashem our G-d; but those things
which are revealed belong unto us and to our children forever,
that we may do all the words of this Law." (2928)

In the right hands, religion is a precision instrument. And, like
all such devices, it is alternatively blunted and sharpened by .its
users. Change is initiated by the principled few, not the compro-
mising many.

At a time when much confident false counsel calls the study of
Torah irrelevant, the need is as urgent for us to understand our
place in that enormous tapestry of events-in-time as to understand
our place in the web of nature. Such understanding reveals mean-
ing; only by ignorance of it, blindness of it, and false teaching can
we slip into the despairing error urged upon us by some modern
writers that life is meaningless and hence that man is irresponsible
and absurd.

In the modern era, man is exposed to more kinds of information,
more masses of data, more multimedia stimuli, than any generation
that has gone before. The trouble is, all this that is poured upon
an individual (especially through the potent medium of radio, tele-
vision) is fragmentary/ unorganized, and, worst of all, is unevaluated
information. It may have a bearing upon education, but it is not
education in itself. It is more likely to hamper than to aid real edu-
cation. It can lead to the junkyard mind more easily than it can
contribute to the comprehensive intelligence.

As explained in the Sefer Oker llarim, there is a problem about
man's knowledge and techniques on the one hand and his wisdom
on the other. Modern man knows more and can do more than our
ancestors. In that kind of knowledge we have advanced, but we are
not wiser/ or more spiritually perceptive or more artistically creative
than the people of either the far or distant past. 

'W'e 
are demons-

trably less wise, less perceptive spiritually, less artistically creative
than those before us.

W'e have observed how much more the scientist todav knows
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than Galileo or Newton. But no present day interpreters of our lives,
in literature or philosophy, has touched depths of insight that have
surpassed (for example) the Rashbo, Rasbi, fotaharsha, Rabbi ,Akiva
€iger or Diorei Chaim. No prophet or preacher has added to the
revelation and wisdom of the Holy Scriptures/ nor have the ancient
wisdoms and insights of our Cbazal been transcended. That is why
man more frequently requires to be reminded than informed.

Vho, even among the many brilliantly specialized minds that
combined to achieve all this, could singly compete with those remote
seminal intellects who seeded the knowledge now yielding fruits
beyond their imagining? They were generalists, men capable of
knowing almost all knowledge available to their eras. That possi-
bility has vanished. Now no physicist can know all of physics; no
biologist, all of biology. Yet the generalist, the comprehensively
educated person, is more needed than ever and is still possible
on redeftned terms.

Since the emergence of the human race/ each generation has stood
upon the shoulders of those before it and thus in some ways had a
larger view. For centuries that involved an almost imperceptibly
gradual increase in common knowledge.

The trick (or the skill) of the scholar and/or student is to ftnd
that magic middle ground and try to hover around it for long
stretches at a time, without either moving to lethargy at one extreme
or to lose the ability to cope successfully at the other. An important
skill of organizational leadership is to help keep as many members
of the team as possible always hovering in that ideal middle ground.

\7e, at this point, see a time of change and challenge ahead. It
will take focused effort to meet those changes, to turn those
challenges into opportunities.

The task awaits. Let's put our hands on it.
Study of the Torah, keeping His precepts and listening to His

voice is the only path by which we can "return unto Hashem with
our entire heart and soul." Then Hashem's blessings will come to
fruition, as the Torah tells us: "Then the L-rd thy G-d will turn
your captivity, and have compassion upon you and will return
and gather you from all the nations and bring you to the land of
your fathers . . . and will do thee good."
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